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IXtpovt^ Of SotitUtu.

SIXTH REPORT OF THE UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, HELD IN THE CITY-HOTEL,

NEW-YORK, ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 1823.

In the introduction to this Report, the Managers recognize the Provi-

dence of God, which has enabled them " to pursue their operations through

another year." " While they esteem it their privilege and thpir duty to

convey the light of the Gospel and the blessings of civilized life to the

pagans of the wilderness, they rejoice that the result is directed by Infi-

nite Wisdom, and controlled by an Omnipotent arm. They are cheered

by the prophetic declaration

—

JVot by might, nor by power, but by my Spi-

rit, saith the Lord.''^ They then proceed to a detailed statement of their

proceedings during the last year, a copious abstract of which will now be

pre^nted to our readers.

UNION MISSION. % 9th of August, and the remaining twenty-

In our last Annual Report, the history
^he 21st of September.

of this Mission was brought down to the The Osages were not entirely satisfied

2Gth of December, 1321. It will now be with the terms of the treaty; yet, worn

continued to the 25th of March of the out and impoverished by the fatigues and

present year, embracing a period of near- disasters of the war, they rejoiced in the

ly fifteen months. return of peace, and determined to fulfil,

1,- ,r ^ „ 1 on their part, the conditions of the un-
it our Managers are happy to announce, ^ '

that the war, which had raged for some compact.

time between the Osages and Cherokees, Notwithstanding the inconvenience and

and which had greatly retarded the ope- dangers of the war, your Missionaries

rations of your Mission, was brought to a stood firm at their post, and carried on

close in the course of the last summer, their various improvements with a prompt

Through the inten'ention of our National and steady hand.

Government, a general council of the In the course of the year they erected
Chiefs and Warriours of both tribes was a number of useful buildings, and prepar-
held at Fort Smith, on the SOth of July, ed timber and other materials for their

The negociation continued for ten or mills. They enclosed and cultivated thir-

twelve days; and, after a full and satis- ty-four acres of land ; cut twenty-five tons
factory discussion, the existing difficulties of hay ; and raised a thousand bushels of
were amicably adjusted. Eight of the corn, and several hundred bushels of po-
captured Osages were surrendered on the tatoes, and other kinds of vegetables.

Vol. ly. 21



162 UNION MISSION. [June,

They also planted an acre of cotton, the

product of which, on the first of October,

wa^ estimated, in the field, at fifty dollars.

Should this crop, on a farther experiment,
be found to succeed, it may, eventually,

be made to produce the principal, if not

the entire, support of the Mission, and to -

furnish an ample and valuable material

for the clothing of the Indian tribe. It

may also have a tendency to facilitate the

introduction among the Indians of agricul-

ture and the domestic arts.

The labour and expense of transporting

provisions up the rapid currents of the

Arkansaw and Grand Rivers, have great-

ly exceeded the expectation of the Mis-

sion and of the Board. The disburse-

ments, during ,the last year, for freight

alone, amounted to upwards of one thou

sand dollars. It became an object of im-

portance, therefore, that the Missionaries

should be enabled, at as early a period as

practicable, to raise their own provisions.

A large addition was accordingly made
to their stock, and in October last they

numbered more than a hundred head of

cattle. It is, therefore, expected, that in

future, no drafts will be made on the

Board for the purchase or the freight of

provisions for this Establishment.

On the first of October, the Missiona-

ries transmitted their second Annual Re-
port to the Secretary of War. By this

Report, a copy of which was communi-

cated to the Board, it appears, that the

estimated value of the Missionary proper-

ty, including buildings, live-stock, produce

of the farm, agricultural and mechanic
utensils, medicines, books, clothing, and
furniture, amounted to about twenty-foup

thousand dollars. On comparing this es-

timate with that of the preceding j-ear, it

will be found that the value of the proper-

ty has increased beyond the amount of

the funds which have been drawn from
your Treasury.

It was mentioned in the last report, that

the Family at Union were in want of

additional assistance. They were much
gratified with the accession recentl)'^ made
to the Female department, by the raar-

ifiage of Mr. Requa, one of their Brethren,

to Miss Comstock, of the great Osage

Mission. They are still, however, in ur-

gent need of a competent mason, and of

an active and skilful farmer; and your

Managers regret, that, after diligent in-

quiry, no persons have yet been found,

suitably qualified for the service, and wil-

ling to devote their lives to the Missionary

cause.

In point of health, the Members of the

Family, with the exception of two, have

been highly favoured. The exceptions

are, Mr. George Requa and Miss Cleaver;

neither ofwhom has been restored to con-

firmed health since the severe sickness

they endured at Little Rock, in the sum-

mer of 1820. Both have solicited and ob-

tained permission to return. In the case

of Mr. Requa, Doctor Palmer has ex-

prn.ssed the opinion, that a journey to a
Northern climate may be of essential

benefit. He leaves the Mission with re-

gret, and intends to return thither when-
ever the state of his health will permit.

The circumstances in relation to MifS
Cleaver were mentioned in the last Re-
port. Her case still excites the commise-
ration of the Family and of the Board.

At her own request, and in accordance

with the advice of her Physician, she has

taken her leave of a Missionary lifef

is on her return to her family and friJfcs.

The School at this Station, at the date

of our latest advices, embraced only seven

native children. Of this number, three

were mentioned in the last Report, and
four were admitted in the months of May
and June. One of the latter, a youth of

fifteen years of age, is the oldest son of

Tally, the second Chief of the Tribe.

The whole four are represented as spright-

ly, obedient, easily governed, fond of their

studies, and industrious when taken into

the field. They had made considerable

proficiency in speaking and understand-

ing the English language ; and were spell-

ing in words of two or three syllables.

The three who first entered the School

converse in English with fluency ; and

the oldest, a lad in his ninth year, reads

with facility, and occasionally serves the

Family as an Interpreter. It is a subject

of deep regret, both to your Missionaries

and your Managers, that the school-house
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is not already filled with Indian children

equally intelligent and promising.

The Missionaries at this Station are not

yet able to communicate much religious

instruction to the adults of the Tribe.

The Assistant and the first Teacher are

still pursuing the study of the language

;

and although they find it of more difficult

attainment than they had previously ap-

prehended, yet they hope to be enabled,

at no very distant period, to address the

Indians in their native tongue. Until that

period shall arrive, the efforts of the Mis-

sion must be principally directed to the

instruction of the Youth.

A Missionary Convocation, held at

Union, early in November, afforded pe-

culiar satisfaction to the Family. It was

composed of delegates from both of your

Missions among the Osages, and from

Dwight, a station among the Cherokees

of the Arkansaw, under the patronage of

the American Board of Commissioners

for Foreign Missions. An Annual Con-
vocation is contemplated, provided it

should meet the approbation of the res-

pective Boards.

The proposed measure, so far as its ob-

jects are yet understood, receives the

cheerful assent of your Managers.

From the privations and hardships inci-

dent to a Missionary life, the Family at

Union have not been- exempted. A sup-

ply of flour from the banks of the Ohio,

was long and unexpectedly delayed in

ascending the Arkansaw; and at that sea-

son of the year when the whole Family
were enfeebled, and some of them more
seriously indisposed, they were, for seven

weeks, entirely destitute of bread. Boiled

corn was the only substitute with which
they were furnished. With this how-
ever, they appear to have been satisfied.

" We feel thankful," says the Journal of

the first of August, "that our hired men
are not discontented with such food.

None of the family complain; but those

who are indisp»)sed are suffering conside-

rably for want of a change of diet." " Al-

though we are bound to present to God
the petition, Give us this day our daily

bread, yet we more especially pray

—

Ever more give us the bread of life:^

Although there are some circumstan-

ces, in the account we have now given, of

the progress of this Mission, less favour-

able than could have been wished, yet, in

the language of the Superintendent,

There is, on the whole, much to encou-

rage the efforts which the Government
and the Christian public are making for

the benefit of the Osages of the Arkan-

saw." " Their confidence is secured.

They believe that it is our design to do

them good ; and there is reason to hope

that tllis wandering tribe, by the blessing

of Him who rules the earth in righteous-

ness, and who has required us to send the

Gospel to every nation, will soon be

brought to taste the comforts, and enjoy

the privileges, which religion and civiliza-

tion afford."

GREAT OSAGE MISSION.

Our last annual statement of the pro-

gress of this Mission closed with the mid-

dle of February, 1822. At that time the

members of the family had regained their

health, and were pursuing their respec-

tive avocations with diligence and succes?.

It was not, however, to be expected, after

the sickness with which they had been so

severely afiSicted, and by which their con-

stitutions were comparatively enfeeble(J,

that, during the succeeding season, they

would be entirely exempted from disease.

To them, therefore, it was not a subject

of surprise, that several of their number,

in the heat of summer, were again visited

with the fever of the climate. At one

period, eight adult members of the Fami-

ly, and four hired -"^en, were lying upon
beds of sict'jess ; and two or three were
broiig^it apparently to the borders of the

grave. The God of Providence was with
them, and through his preserving good-
ness, the whole were restored to their
usual health.

Favoured with an excellent mill-seat,

within a mile of their residence, your
Missionaries made early preparation for

the erection of their mills. A frame of

sufficient dimensions to accommodate
both the grist-mill and the saw-mill, was
raised early in May ; and the building was
completed, and both departments were in

operation in the month of November. In



164 GREAT OSAGE MISSION. [June,

the course of the summer, a school-house

and other buildings were also erected
;

live fields, embracing upwards of ninety

acres, were enclosed ; a cornfield of forty

acres was planted ; and the farm was
stocked with a hundred head of cattle.

The spring of the last year opened with

flattering prospects, in relation to the great

objects of the Mission. The Family had

acquired the confidence of the tribe. The
Chiefs professed much satisfaction in the

arrangement of the school, and appeared

to be disposed to listen to religions in-

struction. To avail themselves of the be-

nefit of both, they removed to their old

village, within eight miles of the Missiona-

ry establishment. The} were desirous of

learning to cultivate the soil ; and at their

repeated and urgent request, the farmers

of the Mission proceeded to their village,

and ploughed a field for corn. White-hair,

the principal Chief, set an example of in-

dustry to his people. He was the first in

the field, and assisted with a rake to clear

the ground. Several of the Indians after-

wards sought and obtained employment,

as labourers, on the Missionary farm.

In the mean time, the school was in-

creasing in numbers. The children were

attentive and obedient. Several of the

oldest could "readily spell and read in

words of three syllables." The boys were

also taught to labour in the field : and the

girls were rapidly acquiring knowh'dge of

ihe various branches of household eco-

nomy. Several of the latter had learned

to sew, with ooniparative neatness and fa-

cility, and had renttcvt^d " considerable as-

sistance in making articles of clothing for

the Family." Two of the boys VTo,.e so-

licitous to learn the religion of the Bible,

and often sat through the evening to hear

it read and explained.

Such was the encouraging state of the

Mission, when the unwelcome informa-

tion was received, that Congress had re-

voked the Factory system among the In-

dians, and left them to the mercy of un-

principled traders. On the 17th of Au-

gust, an Agent arrived for the purpose of

cancelling the late Treaty with this Tribe,

so far as it related to the Factory, and of

closing the concerns of that establishment.

At a general Council held on the 30th of

the same month, the Indians consented

to relinquish that part of the Treaty, on
receiving a moderate remuneration in

goods. The salutary restraints upon In-

dian trade having been thus removed, the

Osages were presently visited by traders,

who persuaded them to remove, at least

for a season, to a distance of sixty or se-

venty miles from the Missionary Station.

The immediate result was unpropitious

to the School. Several of the children

were compelled, reluctantly on their part,

to abandon their studies, and accompany
their parents. A little girl, who, " amidst
a flood of tears, was constrained to go,"

entreated her mother, on the following

morning, to return to the Station, and
purchase her books. " I wish," she said,

" still to read, although I am not permit-

ted to continue at School."

The ultimate results of the removal of
the Tribe are yet to be unfolded. It is

the province of God to overrule apparently

adverse circumstances, to the promotion
of his own glory, and the advancement of
his designs of mercy to a benighted and
perishing world. Our Missionaries, how-
ever, are not discouraged. They indulge

the hope, that the event will be controlled

by Providence " to the advantage of

the Mission." "The Great and Little

Osages," says the Superintendent, " will

now be established, near to each other.

We can visit them from time to time, for

the purpose ofcommunicating instruction;

and if they are disposed to send their

children to our School, there will not be,

as now, too frequent an intercourse be-

tween them and their parents."

In consequence of the removal of the
Tribe, it has become the more necessary

that the Missionaries should be able to

communicate religious instruction without
the aid of an Interpreter. The two junior

Ministers are, therefore, pursuing the

study of the language, with increased dili-

gence. Although their task is difficult,

and their progress unavoidably slow, yet

your Managers hope, that, ere long, they

will have made sufficient proficiency to

convey to the understanding of the Indian

the glad tidings of the Gospel, and to press
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upon his heart the. unsearchable riches of

a Saviour's love.

In the month of August, an aggression

was committed upon the Osages, and a

number of their horses were stolen by a

plundering party of the laway Tribe. The
aggressors were pursued and overtaken.

"A battle," says the Journal, "ensued.

Several were killed and wounded on each

side. The Osages recovered their horses,

and returned in triumph
;
bearing, some a

leg, and others a hand, a scalp, or an ear,"

as trophies of their victqj^. " Two of

the wounded were brought to our Station,

to derive benefit from the skill of our

Surgeon." " Such," adds the Journal,

are the scenes we are called to behold in

this land of pagan darkness."

Among the Gentlemen of distinction,

recorded in the Journal as having visited

this Station in the course of the year, are

the Rer. Mr. Alexander, a Missionary

from the white settlements of the Mis-

souri ; Col. Boon, and Col. Logan, Com-
missioners, appointed by the Legislature

of Missouri, to mark out a Station for the

permanent seat of the Government ; and

Gen. Gaines, Gen. Atkinson, and Col.

"Wool, of the United States' Army. Col.

Wool was severely indisposed on his ar-

rival ; and after remaining with the Mis-

sion ten or twelve days, and continuing

still feeble, he was accompanied by one

of the Missionary Brethren to St. Louis,

on the Mississippi. The whole of these

Gentlemen are represented as having been

gratified with the local situation and im-

provements of the Establishment, and the

regulations and progress of the School

;

and as having manifested a lively interest

in the cause of Indian Missions.

The Family were also visited, in the

early part of September, by Clamore and

Tally, the two principal chiefs of the

Osages of the Arkansaw. These Chiefs,

in company with ninety or a hundred of

their Warriours, had come to the Factory

in the vicinity of the Mission, to receive

their annuity from the Government. In

mentioning this visit, the Journal observes,

" We found them apparently a noble set

of men. We conversed with them on the

subject ofthe Missionary School at Union.

They told us that they had yet given but

few of their children to the School, but

should soon give many. They spoke

well of the Missionaries, and seemed much

pleased to have a Mission Family in their

territory."

A Sabbath School has been taught at

this Station for the instruction of children

and labourers. Two coloured men, on

the 3Iissouri, were urgent in their request

to be employed as hired men in the Fa-

mily, that they might enjoy Christian pri-

vileges, and particulariy the benefit of the

Sabbath School. They were both pro-

fessors of religion, and both anxiously-

desirous to learn, that they might be able

to read, and communicate religious in«

stfuction to their coloured brethren.

About the middle of July, a message

was received from a few families on the

Missouri, requesting that Miss Weller

might be permitted to teach a School in

their village during the remainder of the

season, and promising that a coloured

woman should be sent to aid the Mission

in the labours of the kitchen. Considering

the enfeebled health of many of the Sis-

ters, it was judged expedient to comply
with the proposal. 3Iiss Weller cheer-

fully assented to the arrangement ; but

was prevented, by sickness, from entering

upon the duties it involved, until nearly

the close of August.

In consequence of the sickness which
prevailed during the first summer and a

part of the winter, no Church was regu-

lariy organized in this Mission until the

ensuing spring. In the last week of March,
a form of Government was adopted, and
Elders were chosen ; and on the succeed-

ing Sabbath the Elders were ordained,

and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
was administered.

Several Mechanics are wanted at Har-

mony. An experienced Blacksmith is

especially and greatly needed ; and your
Managers have promised to send one

forward as soon as a suitable person can

be obtained.

TUSCARORA MISSION.

At the date of the last Report, the

Missionary Church at this station com-
prised twenty-hco Indian Members. One
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of the number, Dennis Cusick, a son of

the Interpreter, has since been removed
by death. The last sickness of this de-

parted youth was protracted and severe.

Amidst his sufferings he evinced the sin-

cerity of his Christian profession, and
died, it is believed, in the faith and hope
of the Gospel.

The state of this Church and Tribe,

during the past year, has not been altoge-

ther as favourable as your Managers had
reason to expect. A few of the Indians,

among whom were one or two Members
of the Church, imbibed an undeserved
prejudice against the Missionary : and
attempted, by rendering his situation un-

pleasant, to drive him from his post. In

the month of October a Council of the

•whole tribe was convened by the Rev.
Mr. Kanouse, an Agent of your Managers,
and the whole subject was thoroughly in-

vestigated. Every allegation proved either

entirely frivolous, or altogether unfounded.

The disaffected individuals confessed that

they had been governed by a misappre-

hension of facts, and declared themselves

satisfied with the explanations which had

been given. The investigation thus hap-

pily resulted in a friendly adjustment of

all the difficulties which had existed ; and
expressions of renewed confidence and
affection were mutually exc!lianged.

JNotwithstanding the difficulties with

which the Indians were agitated through

the last Spring and Summer, they were

more than usually punctual in their at-

tendance at public worship. Some were

at times apparently impressed with the

truths of the Gospel. No accession, how-
ever, has been made to the Church. Your
Managers regret to add, that, at the date

of their latest advices, the state of things

in the Tribe was again assuming an un-

promising aspect.

The success of the School atTuscarora

has not equalled the expectations of the

Board. The number of Scholars has

varied from three or four to eighteen or

twenty. At the commencement of the

winter the School, for several weeks, was

entirely suspended. The failure of a

punctual attendance on the part of the

children, cherished by the omission of

compulsory measures on the part of their

parents, has always retarded the progress

of instruction in this Tribe. So long as

the children are so little at School, and so

much with their parents, it is not to be

expected that they will soon acquire a

competent knowledge of the English lan-

guage. Under this view of the subject,

your Missionary suggested the expediency

of embodying the Tuscarora children in

the Mission School at Seneca. It was

believed, that, when thus taken from their

parents, and placed in the family and

under the c'tinual inspection of their

Teachers, they would acquire better ha-

bits, and advance more rapidly in their

studies. Your Managers concurring in

this opinion, decided that the experiment

should be made. The Missionary, in De-

cember last, was accordingly authorised

to send to the Seneca Mission School as

many of the Tuscarora children, not ex-

ceeding fifteen years of age, as were wil-

ling to avail themselves of the privilege.

He was apprized that, in managing the

business, much prudence on his part

would be requisite, lest the Indians, mis-

understanding the arrangement, should

suppose that the Board designed to with-

draw from them a benefit with which

they had long been indulged, instead of

conferring on them an additional favour.

The plan was brought before the Tribe in

January. Several families, warmly ap-

proving it, promised to send their children

to the Seneca School. An opposition,

however, not less decided than unexpect-

ed, soon sprang up, which threatens to

defeat the benevolent objects of the

Board. The subject has already occupied

the deliberations of the Tribe at several

general councils; and no definitive de-

cision was made at the date of our latest

intelligence.

Your Managers, recollecting the inte-

resting state of this Mission, as presented

to the Society at its last Annual Meeting,

deeply regret that their present exposition

is comparatively so unfavourable. They
cannot, however, but cherish the hope,

that, through the interposition of Provi-

dence, the cloud which now overshadows

this afflicted people may soon be removed,
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and that the labours of your faithful Mis-

sionary may again be blessed to their

temporal and spiritual benefit.

SENECA MISSION.

Miss Reeves and Miss Van Pattan, the

Female Teachers mentioned in our last

Report, have both retired from this Mis-

sion. The former, having made some

domestic engagements which required her

presence in a distant part of the State,

solicited and .obtained the consent of the

Board to resign her office ; and the latter

was permitted to return to her friends.

The vacancies thus occasioned, have been

supplied by the appointment of Miss

Phebe Seldon, of Buffalo, and Miss Ase-

nath Bishop, of Komer. Your Managers

have the pleasure to add, that the friends

of Indian Missions in Homer, and its vi-

cinity, furnished Miss Bishop with the

necessary outfit, and contributed also a

box of clothing for the general use of the

Mission.

In the plan of the School at this Station,

your Managers have found it necessary

to adopt a material change. The ob-

structions which have prevented the re-

gular improvement of the children at

Tuscarora, have existed here to their full

extent. The only way to surmount them
was to embody the children in the Mission

Family, and thus place them at all times

under the exclusive control, as well as

the uninterrupted instruction, of their

Teachers. This plan received the ap-

probation of the Chiefs ; and early in July

twenty-three children were committed,

by their parents, to the care and authority

of the Mission.

Several children have since left, and

others have entered the School. On the

10th of March, the Superintendent writes

—" Our School, we think, is becoming

daily more interesting. The whole num-
ber now with us is seventeen. The faci-

lity with which the girls advance in the

knowledge of household business, and

the boys in all the branches of study

which occupy their attention, must be

truly a ground of encouragement to the

patrons of Indian Missions. There is one
class of six or seven, who already read

fluently in the New Testament, and others
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who spell well in words of four or five

syllables. They are also learning to speak

and understand English as fast as could

reasonably be expected." In a subse-

quent communication it is stated, that

two lads were added to the School on

the 27th March ; one of whom, about

sixteen years of age, spells in words of

three or four syllables, and speaks correct

English. While learning to read, he will,

therefore, render important assistance, as

an Interpreter for the School.

A number of the young Chiefs of the

Tribe, who have long since taken a de-

cided stand in support of the religion of

the Gospel, appear to be growing in the

knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus,

and, in some measure at least, living un-

der its influence. They profess to be

deeply sensible of their ruined state as

sinners, and to place their whole reliance,

for pardon and acceptance, upon the

atoning blood and the infinite righteous-

ness of the crucified and ascended Sa-

viour. They have given to your Mis-

sionary satisfactory evidence of the sin-

cerity of their profession; and he has

organized a Church at the Station, and

admitted four of their number to its

communion. The Church was organized

on the 13th of April, and the ordinances

of Baptism and the Lord's Supper were

both administered on the ensuing Sabbath.

The custom of dissolving the marriage

contract, at the will of either party, has

long prevailed in this tribe. It has often

been attended with the most unhappy

and mischievous consequences, both to

individuals and to the nation. An affect-

ing instance occurred in December. Your
Missionary was requested to interpose

his influence, with the hope of producing

a reconciliation of the parties. Notwith-

standing his efforts in this case were una-

vailing, yet he convened a Council of the

Chiefs, and urged upon them the impor-

tance of exterminating so baneful a ha-

bit. He suggested, that the example
might produce a salutary impression,

were some of the young Chiefs and their

wives to come forward in public, and re-

new their covenanted engagements with

each other, in the mode, and on the prin-
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ciples, of Christian marriage. The Chiefs

expressed themselves highly gratified

with the suggestion ; and stated that they

had devoted the preceding day to a con-

sideration of the same subject, and had

decided upon the very expedient now
proposed by their Minister. At a sub-

sequent Council, they reported that nine

of their young Chiefs were desirous of

being married by the Missionary, as well

to put their own minds at rest, as to set

an example to their nation. The mar-

riage, accordingly, took place on the 8th

of January, in the presence of nearly

two hundred persons. Others in the

tribe have since expressed their intention

to follow the example.

Your Managers still view the situation

of this Mission as auspicious and interest-

ing. The Chiefs of the Tribe are enti-

tled to your esteem, for their unwavering

attachment to your Missionaries, and

their unwearied efforts to promote the

temporal and spiritual interests of their

nation.

CATARAUGUS MISSION.

The circumstances which induced the

Board to establish this Mission ; the ap-

pointment of Mr. William A. Thayer
?is the principal Teacher and Superinten-

dent of the School ; and his departure for

his destined Station, were mentioned in

our last Report.

On the evening of the 7th of May, Mr.

Thayer and his family, after a prosperous

but fatiguing journey of eleven days, ar-

rived in safety at Buffalo ; and, on the

following morning, proceeded to your

Mission-House at Seneca. On the 9th

they were introduced to the Seneca

Chiefs, who had assembled in Council

for the occasion. The Chiefs expressed

the highest satisfaction at this interview,

and returned thanks to the Great Spirit,

that the Teacher and his family had been

so kindly preserved on their journey.

They reqiiested him to continue at Se-

neca until they could send for the Cata-

raugus Chiefs, alleging that all important

business must be transacted at their own
Council fire.

A message was immediately sent to

their Brethren, announcing the arrival of

their Teacher, and inviting them to at-

tend a Council to be held on the 14th, at

the Seneca Mission House. At the ap-

pointed Council, Mr. Thayer's Docu-

ments were read, and the Chiefs from

Cataraugus " expiessed their thanks to

the Great Spirit for influencing the good

Society in New- York to send them a

Teacher." They also requested, that

Mr. Thayer, in company with Mr. Har-

ris, would visit their Reservation on the

17th, and select a site for the Missionary

buildings. With this request the Mis-

sionaries complied. They were received

by the Christian party with lively demon-
strations of gratitude and joy. " This,"

said the Chiefs, "is a good day which

has brought us together. We thank the

Great Spirit that he has permitted us to

see the face of our Teacher. We are

glad that the good Society has consider-

ed our case, as our children need instruc-

tion ; and we are pleased with that part

of the talk which mentions that the

Teacher will meet with us on the Sab-

bath, and instruct us out of the Good
Book, as we think that the most impor-

tant of all things." They uttered other

expressions of a similar import, and pro-

mised to do " all in their power to put up

the buildings, and help forward the

work." Having selected a situation for

the Establishment, and adopted other

preparatory measures, the Missionaries

returned, under the impression that the

buildings would be erected without delay.

On the 24th of May, Mr. Thayer made
another visit to Cataraugus. Understand-

ing that the pagan party had taken a de-

cided stand in opposition to the measures

he was pursuing, he invited a general

council of both parties. At this Council

he explained the benevolent views of the

Society ; the interest which its Managers

have taken in the welfare of the Tribe ;

and the particular object for which he

had been sent to their village. He ex-

pressed his deep regret that any diffe-

rence of sentiment should prevail, and

urged them to a union of feeling and of

effort on a subject so important as the in-

struction of their children. The pagan

party, however, adhered to their opposi-
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tion. They said no Missionary should be

permitted to settle on their lands ; and

declared, that as soon as any building

was begun, they would " take their axes,

and hew it down."

Under these circumstances, it was

judged expedient to suspend the building,

at least until the violence of the opposi-

tion should have been, in some measure,

allayed. It was also agreed, that Mr.

Thayer should remove his family to a

small settlement, beyond the boundary of

the Reservation, and within four or five

miles of the Indian village ; and that he
should meet with the Christian party on

the Sabbath, for the purpose of direct-

ing their worship, and communicating re-

ligious instruction.

This course was punctually, and, it is

believed, beneficially pursued, through

the summer. In the autumn, the Chris-

tian Chiefs becoming more solicitous for

the instruction of their children, and find-

ing the opposition still unabated, urged

the Teacher to open a School in the Set-

tlement in which he lived. As an in-

ducement to the measure, and an evi-

dence of their solicitude on the subject,

they pledged themselves to furnish for

the School a considerable quantity of

meat, and upwards of one hundred bush-
els of grain.

A suitable house having been procured,

and tlie necessary preparations for re-

ceiving the children into the Family com-
pleted, the Mission School was opened

on the 14th of January. Fourteen pro-

mising children, between seven and four-

teen years of age, were formally surren-

dered to the care and authority of your
Teacher. Two others were added on
the 5th, and one on the 17th of Febru-
ary. The whole were received at the

hands of the Chiefs, under the express

stipulation, that they were neither to be
taken from the School, nor permitted to

visit their friends, excepting in the regu-
lar vacations.

On their subsequent visits, the Chiefs

appeared to be highly gratified with the

regulations and progress of the School.

They endeavoured to impress upon the

minds of the children, the value of their

Vol. IV.

present privileges, and the importance of

being affectionate to each other, obedient

to their Teachers, and diligent and per-

severing in their efforts to imbibe correct

habits, and to acquire useful knowledge.

In his latest communication, the Teach-

er observes, " We have now sixteen plea-

sant and interesting scholars—ten boys

and six girls—apparently happy and con-

.tented, and making as good improve-

ment as could reasonably be expected."

Vv hile your Managers are gratified with

the promising appearance of this School,

they are likewise happy to learn that the

opposition of the pagan party is gradual-

ly subsiding. The Teacher has already

been visited by some of that party, and

has received a message from their Chiefs,

inquiring whether their children also

could be admitted into the School.

EDUCATION OF HEATHEN YOUTH.

It was mentioned in the last Report,

that a young: man of the Tuscarora Tribe

had been sent by your Managers to the

Foreign ^Mission School at Cornwall in

Connecticut. We have now the plea-

sure to state, that he is still at that School,

conducting himself with propriety, and

pursuing his education with diligence.

He is apparently pious ; and as he pos-

sesses studious habits, and is not deficient

in talents, there is reason to hope that he-

may, eventually, be qualified for the Mis-

sionary service.

In a letter of November last, the Rev.

Mr. Dagget, Principal of the Seminary,

observes—" I have the pleasure to say,

that your Beneficiary, Guy Chew, con-

tinues to merit our approbation and

esteem, by his amiable conduct and ap-

plication to study. He is now attending

to reading, writing, arithmetic, English

grammar, and the abridgment of Lec-

tures upon Rhetoric." In another com-

munication, dated on the 18th of April,

Mr. Dagget adds, " your Beneficiary con-

tinues to maintain a very amiable cha-

racter. He is diligent in his studies, and

gives evidence, we think, of piety. It is

expected that he will soon make a public

profession of his faith in Christ. He will,

I trust, obtain such an education as will
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render him respectable and useful in his

nation."

At the request of the Seneca Chiefs,

the Board have recently authorized your

Missionary to send one of their young

men to the same School. The youth

who has been selected for the purpose is

a nephew of one of the principal Chiefs.

He is about seventeen years of age : can

read and write; and is represented as in-

telligent, active, and anxious to acquire

an education to qualify him for distin-

guished usefulness in his Tribe. He will

probably arrive at the School at the close

of the Spring vacation.

Other young men, at our various Mis-

sionary stations, will be selected for the

same destination as soon as suitable can-

didates can be found, and the state of

our funds will admit.

The day, it is hoped, is not distant,

when many of the Indian Tribes on our
Western Borders shall be furnished with
Legislators, Teachers, and Missionaries,

gathered from their own kindred, direct-

ing their national concerns, and an-

nouncing to them the glad tidings of the

Gospel, in their native tongue. To ac-

complish this, it will require that a fund

be especially provided for the object. A
Committee of the Board is charged with

the duty of devising means for raising

such a fund ; and it is believed, that as the

list of your Beneficiaries shall be enlarged,

the efforts and the success of the Com-
mittee will be proportionably increased.

AUXILIARY SOCIETIES.

One hundred and forty-five Auxiliary

Societies have been duly recognized in

our former Reports. Your Managers

have now the pleasure to add to this

number, twenty more, making the pre-

sent number one hundred and sixty-five.

The "Female Clothing Society of

the City of New-York" has been re-

cently formed. It is the plan of the

Institution, that only a part of its funds

shall be appropriated to the purchase

of materials for clothing, and that the

residue shall be paid into your Treasury.

The character and the Missionary zeal

of its members justify the expectation

that your managers will, in future, de-

rive important assistance from its efforts.

The appointment of Mr. Peter Ka-

nouse, a Licentiate of the Presbytery of

Jersey, as an Agent for organizing Auxi-

liary Societies and other purposes, was

mentioned in the last Report. He was

prevented, by various circumstances,

from commencing his tour until the 6th

of July. He proceeded to Albany, and

thence to Buffalo; and returned to his

residence in New-Jersey in the month

of November. During his journey he

visited many of our Auxiliaries, formed

six new Societies, received, in public col-

lections and individual donations, six

hundred and sixty-eight dollars, and vi-

sited our three Missionary Stations on

the Western borders of this State. In

his report, Mr. Kanouse remarks—" I

feel it my duty to acknowledge the kind

reception I generally met with on the

part of both Clergymen and Laymen,

and their cordial co-operation in pro-

moting the object of your Society.

Whether the amount received will meet

the expectations of the Board, I cannot

tell. Some parts of the country over

which I travelled, would, it is presumed,

have contributed more, could I have

found it practicable to spend more time

among them. From other places where

the prospect of success seemed to invite,

I obtained nothing. Particularly was this

the case in many of the most populous

and wealthy towns oo my route ; all of

which had been visited, just before my
arrival, by Agents from the American

Board of Commissioners for Foreign

Missions."

In the month of January, the Rev.

Wm. M'Lean, of Cleaveland, in Ohio,

was recommended to the Board as a

person well calculated for the duties of

a travelling Agent. A Commission was

forwarded to him on the 1st of February,

with instructions to proceed through the

Southern States as far as the season

would permit. The Board are just in-

formed, that Mr. M'Lean was on a jour-

ney to Upper Canada when their com-

munications arrived at Cleaveland, and

that on his return he was prevented, by

sickness in his family and the advanced
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state of the season, from accepting his

appointment.

Mr. Charles Uyde, a Licentiate of the

Presbytery of Jersey, received a Com-
mission in the luonth of March, with in-

structions to proceed through the States

of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,

and Maryland. Mr. Hyde is still occu-

pied in fuMilliDg the duties of his com-
mission.

BOARDS OF AGENCY.
It was stated at the last meeting of the

Society, that the Managers had appointed
Boards of Agency at Pittsburgh, Cincin-
nati, and Louisville—the first embracing
the Synod of Pittsburgh ; the ^ficond, the

Synod of Ohio ; and the third, the Synod
of Kentucky. From the first and third,

no official information has yet been re-

ceived. It is, however, understood, that

the Board at Louisville was organized
early m the last summer ; and its first An-
nual Report is daily expected.

The Board of Agency at Cincinnati

was organized in the month of May.
Several communications have been re-

ceived from its Secretary ; and your
Managers feel highly gratified with the

prompt and spirited co-operation which
it has already afforded, and which it p.'-o-

mises in future.

A Board of Agency has lately been
appointed for St. Louis, in the State of
Missouri. The Commission was sent

forward on the 10th of March, embracing
the names of his Excellency Governor
M'Nair, the Hon. Nathaniel B. Tucker,
the Rev. Salmon Giddings, Col. Robert
Quarls, and Messrs. Stephen Hempstead,
Thomas Forsythe, Wm. P. Hunt, John
Schackford, and Edward Tracy, Esq'rs.

Your Managers anticipate much benefit

from a Board of Agency established at

this important point.

COMMISSIONERS FOR EXPLORING
THE INDIAN COUNTRY.

The renewed appointment of the Rev.
Mr. Lesslie, of the Ohio Mission Church,
and the Rev. Mr. Giddings, of St. Louis,
as Commissioners for exploring the In-

dian Country on the Banks of the Mis-
souri, was reported at jour last Annual

Meeting. A communication was subse-

quently received from Mr. Lesslie, de-

clining his appointment, in consequence

of the indi^positi()n of his family. ^Mr.
Giddings accepted his Commission, and
commenced his exploring tour on the

22d of April. From Chariton, where he

remained to fulfil some previous appoint-

ments, until the 15th of May, he proceed-

ed in company with Major O'Fallon, the

Indian Agent, who was returning from

the seat of Government with the Indian

Deputation mentioned in our last Report.

In the course of his journey, Mr. Gid-

dings visited the three Sections of the

Pawnees, and the Mahaw and Otto

Tribes, and selected a site for an extensive

Missionary Establishment in the vicinity

of Council Bluffs. He was prevented, by
incessant rains and high freshets, from ex-

tending his journey to the Kanzas Tribe,

and from visiting, on his return, youp

Missionary Family at Harmony. He w'as

every Avhere received and treated, by the

Indians, with hospitality and friendship.

His journey, however, was peculiarly

fatiguing and perilous. He never travel-

led a day without being thoroughly wet,

either by rain, or by swimming the rivers
;

and, at times, his clothes were not dry

for several days in succession. Yet, un-

der the smiles of a kind Providence, he

was preserved through the whole tour

without suffering an hour of sickness,

and was permitted, after an absence of

fourteen weeks, to return in good health

to his family and the people of his charge.

In his long and interesting journal, Mr.

Giddings has furnished the Board with

much valuable information in relation to

the Indians he visited—their population,

local position, habits, character, and his-

tory—and the face, climate, and produc-

tions of the country they inhabit.

In the course of the last winter a letter

was received from Mr. Giddings, com-
municating information which he Iftid

lately received from some of the Indian

Tribes on the banks of the Mississippi,

and recommending that their country be

explored in the course of the present sea-

son. A Commission for this purpose was
immediately forwarded to him, and he is
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now, it is believed, occupied in fulfilling

its duties.

AMERICAN MISSIONARY REGISTER.

In the course of the last year, your

Managers, finding their expenditures in-

creased, their funds exhausted, and their

Treasurer largely in advance, were con-

vinced of the necessity of adopting new
and efiicient measures to enable them
to redeem the credit and sustain the ope-

rations of the Institution. They Avere

also persuaded, that no system could be

devised which would combine the efibrts

und resources of the Christian public to

a sufficient extent, unless it embraced a

plan of giving a wider diffusion to Mis-
sionary Intelligetice, and especially to

such as relates to the labours and designs

of your Society. They, therefore, as-

sumed, as thei r own, the publication en-

titled the American Missionary Re-
gister. To bring this work within the

reach of almost every family in the com-
munity, they reduced its size to thirty-

two pages a month, and its price to the

moderate sum of one dollar and a half

a year.

The work, as issued in the name and
for the benefit of the Society, com-
menced in January. The number of
Subscribers was then less than eight

hundred. About six bur dred have since

been received ; and your Managers are

induced to hope, that as many thousands
will, ere long, be added to its list of pa-

trons. For such an accession, they look,

under the smiles of Providence, to the

zealous co-operation of their Auxiliary

Societies, and the efficient influence of
the Clergy and other friends of the Mis-
sionary cause.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.

Of the Treasurer's statement, which
will be annexed to this Report, we here
pi^sent the following summary :

—

RECEIPTS.

From Auxiliary Societies, $ 2167 78

From Societies not Auxiliary, 333 37

Congregational Collections, 2365 24
Collections at the Monthly Con-

cert of Prayer, 761 29

Individual Donations, ODiJ oo

J. u uuiiaiiLULe x'XUiisici a luciuuci

a

lUI JLillC, 471 00

To constitute other persons

Members for Life, oao uu

Annual Subscribers, ICQloo UU

Avails 01 Missionary l< lelds, 27 O 1Di

Avails of Missionary Boxes, 51 59

Avails of a Missionary Card, S 62

Avails of the fruit of a Plum
1 ree, S 50

Avails of Needlework, 1 n 50

Avails of a Missionary School, nn

Avails of a Fleece of Wool, 1I

Avails oi iseii-uenidi, 00

i^oiieciion at a rciiiaic jridjci

iVieeting,
K uu

r iijea cuiici icii ui vjidiju t/uiuia. 4 50
Vrnm Satitiath Sphnnl r^hilHrpn 18 42

From a Labouring Society, onuu

For educating and naming Indian

L- niiui en. An

Collected by Agents, UU

108 75

From Government, to aid in

Buildings and Schools, 900 00

Sale of Books, presented by a

Lady in Dublin, 6 50

Sale of Stock, !2877 80

Total Receipts, $ 12,409 93

EXPENDITURES.

Paid a balance due to the late

Treasurer, $ 499 78

Paid to the Union Mission, 5250 00

Paid to the Great Osage Mission, 3420 00

Paid to the Tuscarora Mission, 667 63

Paid to the Seneca Mission, 3051 07

Paid to the Cataraugus Mission, 935 41

Paid to Commissioners and

Agents, 315 23

Paid for Guy Chew, at Cornwall,

a year and a half, 150 00

Printing, Postage, and other inci-

dental expenses, 1083 76

Total Expenditures, $ 15,372 8&

Total Receipts, 12,409 93

Bal. due the Tr. 2,962 95

$ 15,372 88
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By this summary, it will be seen that

your receipts have again fallen far short

of your expenditures. Your Managers

have been compelled to di^pnse of the

remainder of jour stock, amountinj to

about two thousard eight hundred and

seventy-eight dollars; and there is now
a balance due to your Treasurer of two

thousand nine hundred and sixty-three

dollars—making a deficiency, in the re-

ceipts of the year, of Jive thousand eight

hundred and forty dollars.

Notwithstanding this unfavourable slate

of your funds, your Managers will nei-

ther cherish the feelings nor adopt the

language of despondency. In the spirit

of their last Report, they still retain their

confidence in the liberality and good faith

of the several sections of the Church

under whose patronage this Society was

established. They cannot indulge the

suspicion, that their fellow-christians will

permit the Institution to languish, or its

devoted Missionaries to suffer in the wil-

derness, for want of pecuniary support.

So long as their expenditures continue to

be regulated by a due regard to useful-

ness and economy, they feel constrained

to believe, that, however widely, under

the guidance of Providence, they extend

their operations, they will be bdine out,

by the munificence of the religious com-
munity, in their loork of faith, and their

labour of love.

RESOURCES, AND COXLU5I0N.
By the statement of Receipts already

given, it will be seen that our funds, how-
ever inadequate to our necessities, have

^
been derived from more than twenty

sources. To one of these—contributions

at the Monthly Concert of Prayer—the

attention of the Society was particularly

called in our last Report. It was then

computed, that, if each of the two thou-

sand congregations, constituting your no-

minal patrons, should contribute five dol-

lars at every Monthly Concert, you would
be furnished, from this single source, with

an annual revenue of sufficient amount
to form six or eight extensive Missionary

Establishments, and to transmit the ne-

cessary supplies to those already formed.

Let it now be added, that, had these

Congregations contributed the average

amoui^t of only one dollar a month, and

had you been cut off from every other

resource, your Managers would have

been enabled to meet every demand with

promptitude, and to report at the present

time, either a balance of several thou-

sand dollars in your Treasury, or another

Mission Family on the way to the West-

ern Wilderness.

Soon after your last Annual Meeting,

letters on this subject were addressed to

the General Assembly of the Presbyte-

rian Church, and the General Synods of

the R||prme(* Dutch and the Associate

Reformed Churches. Recommendations
were promptly sent down, by these Ju-

dicatories, to their respective Congrega-

tions, urging the importance of taking up

collections at the Monthly Concert, and

transmitting the amount to your Trea-

sury. As the result of this measure, the

Board are happy to state, that the Con-
gregations thus contributing to your

funds, have considerably more than dou-

bled in number ; and your Managers can-

not but hope, that a large proportion, if

not the whole of the Churcht s, will soon

adopt a measure so warmly recommend-
ed by the highest Ecclesiastical autho-

rities, and so well calculated to promote

the interests of the Missionary cause.

It appears, by the present Report, that

you have now on your Records one hun-

dred and sixty-fivt Auxiliary Societies.

Although the number is comparatively

respectable, yet, were a Missionary spirit

every where sufficiently excited, it would
rapidly increase, until every Congrega-

tion should furnish you with an Auxiliary

Institution. Of the Auxiliaries already

formed, sixty- one have contributed in

money, and thirty-four in clothing, pro-

visions, and mechanic and agricultural

utensils. From the remaining seventy^

your Managers regret to state, neither re-

mittances nor communications have been

received during the year which has now
closed.

In the course of the year, fifteen Cler-

gymen and thirteen Laymen have been

added to the list of life members of your

Society. Of the former, the greater
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number were constituted members by
the liberality of the Ladies of their re-

spective Congregations. The example

is worthy of general imitation. By the

contribution of a few cents each, the La-

dies of any Church may accomplish the

threefold object, of gratifying their own
benevolent feelings, manifesting appro-

priate affection for their Pastor, and ren-

dering important aid to the cause of In-

dian Missions.

The computation we have given, in re-

lation to the Monthly Concert, it would

be an easy task to apply to Auxiliary So-

cieties, to the efforts of pidus feij[^es in

constituting their Pastors Life Members
of the Society, and to various other re-

sources. It would not be difficult to point

out the facility with which the requisite

funds might be supplied, for sending forth

Mission after Mission, until a competent

establishment shall have been formed in

every Indian Tribe on our Continent.

To accomplish so important an object,

nothing is required but unison in feeling

and in effort. The Churches possess the

means, and it is in the power of one or

two influentiiil men in each Church, to

bring those means into a concentrated

and efficient operation.

Your Managers cannot conclude their

report without a distinct and grateful re-

cognition of the blessing of God upon

their arduous and complicated labours.

Under the smiles of his superintending

Providence, many valuable improvements

have been made at your various Mission-

ary Establishments; a protracted and

desolating war, in the vicinity of one of

your Stations, has been brought to a

close ; one Mission Family has been con-

veyed to its destined field ; two promis-

ing Missionary Schools have been insti-

tuted ; about forty Indian Children have

been added to the fifteen or twenty pre-

viously admitted into the Schools under

your care ; two Missionary Churches

have been regularly organized ; four In-

dian Chiefs have abandoned their hea-

then rites, and publicly professed their

faith in Christ ; a number of other Chiefs

have renounced the principles and cus-

toms of their pagan ancestors, and are

living apparently in the belief and under

the influence of the Gospel ; and in your

five Mission Families, inhabiting different

climates ; and embracing, if y<?u inelade

hire,d men and Indian children, at least

one hundred nnd Jifti) members, not a sin-

gle death has taken place to cast a gloom
over the auspicious occurrences of the

year. In these signal marks of the Di-

vine favour, your Managers discover

enough to excite their undissembled gra-

titude, and to prompt them to increased

exertions in behalf of the benighted and
perishing pagans.

That the American Savage is capable

of being both civilized and christianized,

can no longer be questioned. The pro-

blem is already solved. Successful ex-

periment has placed the subject beyond

a doubt. Your Managers, would, there-

fore, call upon the professors of religion

and the friends of human happiness,

throughout the community, to combine

their efforts in this benevolent and glo-

rious work.
•

Upon the people of this country rests

a responsibility, in relation to the Indian

Tribes, of deep and tremendous import.

" Sovereigns," says an intelligent traveller,

" from time immemorial, of the intermi-

nable forests, which overshadow this vast

Continent, this injined race have gradu-

ally been driven, by the white usurpers

of their soil, within the limits of their

present precarious possessions." " Of
the innumerable Tribes, which, a few

centuries since, roamed, fearless and in-

dependent, in their native forests, how
many have been swept into oblivion, and

are with the generations before the flood!

Of others, not a trace remains but in

tradition, or in the person of some soli-

tary wanderer, the last of his Tribe, who
hovers, like a ghost, among the sepul-

chres of his fathers—a spark still faintly

glimujering in the ashes of an extinguish-

ed race." Alas! shall the sword of ava-

rice, or the strong arm of civilized power,

still pursue this unhappy people? Shall

the unceasing and relentless force of emi-

gration drive them from forest to forest,

until the last unpitied remnant, struggling

for existence, shall fall on the verge of the
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Western Ocean, or perish in its flood ?

"Will not the voice of humanity prompt
us to arrest this unremitting progress of

extermination ? Does not the command
of our Saviour—does not the glory of

our country require us to extend to the

wretched survivors the hand of christian

charity, and to raise them to a high and

happy destiny ? Let, then, Missionary

Institutions, established to convey to

them the benefits of civilization and the

blessings of Christianity, be efficiently

supported; and, with cheering hope, you

may look forward to the period, when
the savage shall be converted into the ci-

tizen ; when the hunter shall be trans-

formed to the agriculturist or the me-
chanic ; when the farm, the workshop,
the school house, and the church, shall

adorn every Indian Village; when the

fruits of industry, good order, and sound

morals, shall bless every Indian dwelling;

and when, throughout the vast range of

country from the Mississippi to the Pa-

cific, the red man and the white man shall

every where be found mingling in the

same pursuits, cherishing the same be-

nevolent and friendly feelings, fellow-ci-

tizens of the same civil and religious

community, and fellow-heirs to a glorious

inheritance in the Kingdom of Imma-

NUEL.*

By order of the Board of Managers.

Z. I.EWIS,
Sec'ry for Domestic Correspondence.

* The substance of these concluding remarks was

sriven in a letter lately addressed, by the Domestic'

Secretary, to a Member of Congress.

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

In the course of the last month, communications were received from

each of our Missionary Stations. From the Union Mission, our advices

are to the 25th of Manch ; from the Cheat Osage Mission, to the 1st of

March ; from the Tuscarora Mission, to the 27th of April ; from the

Seneca Mission, to the 1st of May ; and from the Caiaraugus Mission,

to the 1 St of April.

Mr. George Requa and Miss Cleaver having obtained the consent of

the Board to return to their native climate, in consequence of serious in-

disposition, left Union on the 26th of March, accompanied by Mr. VailPs

oldest daughter. They were detained two or three days on the Arkansaw,

and eight or ten in New-Orleans, and arrived in this city on the 4th of

May, having passed more than three thousand miles in twenty-six days.

Mr. Requa expects to return to his Missionary labours as soon as health

will permit.

The Rev. Mr. Harris, of the Seneca Mission, together with his wife

and two Indian Girls, arrived in this city on the 7th of May. It was

understood, when he accepted his Missionary appointment, that he would

soon find it necessary to return to New-Jersey, to attend to some con-

cerns which he was then obliged to leave in an unsettled state. He
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will probably repair to his field of labour ia the course of the present

month.

Most of our communications must be deferred to the next number.

UNION MISSION.

Rev. Mr. VaiU to the Domestic Secretanj,

January 1, 1823.

Dear Sir—It may be expected that

we should give the Board some account

of the state of the Indians. Since the

peace they have been scattered in diffe-

rent directions, for the purpose of hunt-

ing. By the war they have become poor.

The restoration of peace, and the oppor-

tunity of trade, which was never greater,

has led ihem to bestir themselves, and it

has been a busy fall. They have taken

an immense number of deer : some ima-

gine never so many in one season. Their

scattered situation has prevented our see-

ing the chiefs together in council since

the war closed. The people, in passing

to and from their encampments, call to

see us—so that not a day has passed,

since the peace took place, but that more

or less have been with us, and, first and

last, probably not less than three hundred

children : still, owing either to indiffer-

ence or to prejudice, they do not tell us

the cause why they do not bring forward

their children. When they are asked, Do
you not mean to leave this child ? they

reply, after we have got through with

this hunt, or after we have seen such and

such relations. A very fine girl was here

the other day, who had been a prisoner

among the Cherokees. We called on the

interpreter to ask her brother if he had

any thing against her staying if she had a

mind. He answered that he would en-

courage her to stay, and went imme-
diately to their lodge to inquire. He
brought back this reply :—" Her friends

have looked upon her all one as dead
;

they now look upon her as alive again

—

they have not all seen." She says " she

must see friends before she can live with

us." Brother Chapman, in his visitsamong

different parties, has been treated with

every mark of friendship. Some have

said, we shall bring our children soon

:

others, we mean to come and settle near

you. It is probable that some change in

the location of their principal village is to

take place shortly ; fi^r it may be said, in

truth, that in no time have the Osages
been in a more unsettled state than the

present. Still we have not the same kind

of fear as we had during the war ; for

then, when they talked of a removal, it

was to some distant country: now there

is a prospect of the different villages be-

ing located nearer to each other, and near

to this mission ; and this -prospect arises

from the fact that the Indian trade will

be maintained on Grand River in future.

While, therefore, the external situation

of the nation is brightening ; while there

appears to be a very friendly feeling to-

wards this family, there is an unaccount-

able backwardness about committing their

children to our hands.

These, Sir, are some of the many facts

relative to this people. Already have we
had cause for humiliation in not being

able to accomplish the views of the So-
ciety, and our own views also. But we
need all this, and much more. We are

learning more and more to commit our

work to the Lord, and labour in humble
reliance on his Providence and Grace.

JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER, 1822.

Lord's Day, Dtc. 1.—A. M. Discourse

concerning the barren fig-tree. P.M.

—

Warned by Brother Pixley not to let

Satan get any advantage over us. May
we never be ignorant of his devices. W^e

had suspended for a few weeks the Sab
bath evening meeting with our hired men
They have requested that we might fa-

vour them with the renewal of this privi-

lege, and their request has been cheer

fully granted.

Monthly Concert.

Monday, Dec. 2.—Brother Pixley unit-

ed with us in our Monthly Concert. Un-
less we are deceived, we desire the sal-

vation of this people. Yet when we in-

quire for the reason why God does not

succeed our ei^deavours, we can only saj',

Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good

in thy sight.
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Severity of the Season,

Tuesday, Dec. 8.—The weather, for

two days, has been excessively cold. This

has come upon us unexpectedly, and de-

ranged our business. Thermometer 6

degrees below Zero. Resolved to set

apart the £5th inst. as a day of thanks-

giving.

Wednesday, Dec. 4.—Thronged with

Indians. We are surprised to see their

little ones entirely naked, without seem-

ing to feel the cold.

Friday, Dec. 6.—Mr. Alsop, the mill-

wright, has failed very fast, and is now
attacked with severe sickness. The ab-

sence of our Physician, in this crisis,

makes us feel the worth of the blessing

which this mission have enjoyed.

Saturday, Dec. 7.—The cold is abated.

Another hired man, lately from Missouri,

is laid aside by sickness.

Lord's Day, Dec. 8.—" For where your

treasure is there will your heart be also."

From these words we have been address-

ed by Brother Pixley.

Captured Children.

An Indian, with his wife, came to in-

quire about his captive children, taken

from them last September by the Choc-
taws. He had sent to Col. Arbuckle to

know if they could be obtained. Brother

Vaill having previously made the inquiry

at Fort Smith, informed them that the

Colonel had sent to the Choctaw Camp
for the captives, but that the enemy had

conveyed them away where they could

not be obtained at that time.

Monday, December 9.—The Indian ap-

peared this morning, having his face

blacked, and his wife with earth on her

head. They were crying long before the

dawn of day. Being asked to eat, they

replied no, we are poor, and we feel un-

happy. The Osages never eat while the

signs of sadness are upon them. " Ex-
cept they wash, they eat not." Some-
times they pass the whole day in volun-

tary abstinence. Stephen Van Rensse-
laer, one of our Osage youth, has begun
to learn the blacksmith's trade.

Saturday, Dec. 14.—Brother Wm. C.
Requa arrived from Harmony with Mr.
Vol. IV. c

M'Arthur, the second millwright. They
were hindered about two weeks, in con-

sequence of being obliged to return to

Harmony, the distance of ten miles, at

one time, to look up three strayed horses

;

at another, to mend their wagon. Al-

though the cold has been excessive, yet

they have been carried through the fa-

tigueing journey in health and safety.

Emigration from the Missouri,

Monday, Dec. 16.—Another company
of emigrants from Missouri to Arkansaw

passed here. The number removing to

the country below us is considerable. It

is rapidly filling up with white popula-

tion, and would be settled still faster were

it not feared that the Choctaws would

possess the land. It is to be regretted

that the emigrants do not bring with

them the Word of Life, the Sabbath, and

other institutions of religion. Surely they

need the faithful labours of Domestic

Missionaries.

This day Brother Wm. C. Requa took

charge of the school, in place of Brother

Spaulding.

Tuesday, Dec. 17.—Brethren Pixley

and Chapman set off this morning to visit

the Indians near Mr. Choteau's. Voted
that Brother Spaulding aid Brother Fuller

in the business of the farm.

•Application for ordinance of Baptism.

Thursday, Dec. 19.—A man and his

wife arrived, who came seventy miles to

visit us, and to obtain baptism for their

infant; but as neither were members of

any Christian church, we were constrain-

ed to deny them this ordinance. On their

way last summer, while removing from

Missouri, they stopped near us, where the

mother learned to read. She became
thoughtful and somewhat serious, but

she is ignorant of the nature and design

of the ordinances. May the great Head
of the Church send Christian teachers in-

to this territory. There is a famine of

the word.

Fndny, Dec. 20.—Had a visit from

Waho bek-keh, the fourth chief in the

village. He has lately lost his wife. This

morning he arose before light, and having

blacked his face, poured forth his com-

plaints in cries and sobbings. The Indians

3
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near Mr. Choteau's went eastward on a

hunt. Brother Pixlej' accompanied them,

and Brother Chapman returned to our

station.

Saturday, Dec. 21.—The weather ex-

ceedingly cold. The rain is now freezing

on the trees, and loading every spire of

grass.. The millwright is still confined to

his bed. Most of our hired men who

have lately arrived have been complain-

ing. Some ascribe their ill health to

their fatigue on their journey. Others

were sick before they left Missouri.

Day of Thanksgiving.

Wednesday, Dec. 25.—Observed this

day as a season of thanksgiving and

praise. Have recounted some of the

mercies of God towards this mission,

particularly his loving kindness in pre-

serving us from the fury of savages, and

permitting us to pursue our labours with-

out molestation. We have sung psalms

unto him, and talked of all his wondrous

works.

Important Regulations.

Thursday, Dec. 26.—Met for the spe-

cial purpose of attending to the resolu-

lutions of our late Missionary meeting.

Resolved, That whenever a member of

this Mission receives donations from

friends, the value of the same ought to

be reported as personal expenses, so far

as they are appropriated to his or her

own use.

Resolved, That the season of secret de-

votion in the morning commence at five

o'clock, till the first of March next.

Resolved, That we consider ourselves

as given up with entire devotement to

Christ; under him with equal devote-

ment to the Board, and under them with

the same devotement to this family

—

consequently we are sacredly bound to

submit ourselves, in every case not in-

volving moral guilt, to the decision of the

family.

Friday, Dec. 27.

—

Resolved, That the

clerk collect all the regulations of this

family, in a book prepared for the pur-

pose.

Resolved, That all the members of this

family meet semi-annually on the first

Tuesday evenings in January and July,

for the purpose of attending to the regu-

lations.

Saturday, Dec. 28.—After a season of

more than a week, in which the earth has

been literally covered with ice, the wea-
ther begins to moderate. Our stock in

the range have suffered for the want of
food. Except in such a season, they live

comfortably on the cane and the bottom.
For our working cattle and horses we
have provided fodder, and shall as soon
as practicable lay up for the whole stock,

as farmers do in the East.

Rejltctions on the close of the year.

Tuesday, Dec. 31.—At the close of this

year, we would call to mind the good-

ness of God in providing for all our wants.

Though we were once reduced to straits,

yet we have not suffered. The last year

has also been remarkable for health in

this family ; for though some have been
subject to indisposition, yet scarcely any
have been stretched upon beds of sick-

ness. While those who have come from
a distance have been dangerously ill, our

own little number have been preserved.

God has also increased our numbers,

blessed us with many rich and precious

blessings, and crowned the year with his

goodness. Oh ! that his goodness might

lead us to greater diligence in the good
work before us.

GREAT OSAGE MISSION.
JOURNAL FOR NOVEMBER, 1822.

Friday, JVov. I .—Brother Dodge preach-

ed a lecture at 3 o'clock this afternoon,

preparatory to the Communion, which is

contemplated to be attended next Sab-

bath.

Sunday, JVovemher S.—Brother Dodge
preached in the morning, and Brother

Montgomery in the afternoon. Attend-

ed to Communion, at which season two

of our labourers requested the privilege

of communing with us. One of them is

a black man, and a slave to a man at the

Missouri. He has a wife and four chil-

dren. He has been brought up in igno-

rance, and, when he came to us a few

weeks since, he could not read intelligi-

bly. He manifests a great desire to ac-
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quire learning, that he may be able to do
some good by exhorting or preaching

among the blacks. He pays his master

for one day in a week, to go to school

while here ; the rest of the week he la-

bours. He came here that he might en-

joy the privilege of our Sabbath School,

as well as other advantages which he

considered he might obtain to gather in-

formation.

Tuesday, Nov. 5.—Brothers Montgo-

mery and Newton set out for the Mis-

souri on business for the mission. Two
hands came in to-day, on iheir way to

Union, who are employed to assist in the

labour there.

The Grisi-Mill in operation.

Wednesday, Nov. 6.—For the first time

corn is grour.d at our new mill, and we
partake this evening of the first bread

raised by us in the Osage country. This

privilege will make our circumstances

much more comfortable. The water rises

very slow. Our saw-mill has been in

readiness some time, but we have not

been able to use it for %vant of water.

The cost of our mills, thus far, has

amounted to nearly two thousand dol-

lars, and the probable cost of finishing

them will be from four to six hundred

dollars.

Sabbath, Nov. 10.—Brother Dodge
preached both morning and evening, as

brothers Pixley and Montgomery are ab-

sent.

Monday, Nov. 11.—To-day the Union

labourers started for tjiat station. A
number of the Osages visited us to-day.

One of them went to our mills, and saw
them in operation. He came back highly

elated, and said he would tell the Osages

all about them.

Addition to the School.

Wednesday, Nov. 13.—Two half breed

children were brought to our school to-

day, a boy and a girl. They are about

8 years old, and have Hved in a white fa-

mily three or four years. They speak
both the English and Osage very well.

We think tliey will be quite an advantage

to the other children in learning the Eng-
lish.

Health of the Family restored.

Thursday, Nov. 14.—The health of our

family is now, in general, good. Some
of the members have not recovered their

former strength, but we hope they will

soon be able to fulfil the duties of their

stations with as much ability as usual.

Saturday, November 16.—Some Osage
women came in. One of them is the

mother of one of our little girls. She
seemed to rejoice to see her child, and
manifested great satisfaction in having

her here. Brothers Montgomery and
Newton, from the Missouri, returned this

evening in good health.

Sabbath, Nov. 17.—The exercises of

this day were attended as usual. Brother

Dodge preached ttiis morning, and Br.

M. in the afternoon. Brother M. at-

tempted to communicate some religious

instructions to some Osage women and
our Indian children this evening. He ap-

pears to make himself understood in the

language of the natives.

Tuesday, Nov. 19.—Brother Requa,
from Union, returned to Harmony for

the remainder of Sister Requa's goods.
Dr. Palmer accomp^it^||hira, and is go-
ing to the Missouri on Sisiness for that
mission.

Saturday, Nov. 23.—We circulated a
subscription paper among those of cur
family who have not given their property
to the mission, and among our hired men,
and raised upwards of two hundred dol-
lars, for the purpose of redeeming a man
of colour from slavery, that he may-
have an opportunity to study with a
view to the Gospel ministry.

Sabbath, Nov. 24.—Brother Dodge
preached this morning, and Brother M.
in the afternoon. Held a conference in

the evening, which was a very animated
season, particularly on account of having
the brethren from Union with us.

Tuesday, Nov. 26.—Brethren Dodge
and Bright, accompanied by Dr Palmer,

set out for Franklin on business, which

will probably require a month to accom-
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plish. Their absence will be sensibly

felt in our little community, as well also

as the departure of Nicholas, the coloured

man mentioned .above, whose ardent

piety has rendered him an interesting

character at our morning devotions,

and in our meeting for conference and
prayer.

ANNIVERSARIES

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

Sixth Aniiiversary.

The sixth Annual Meeting of this So-

ciety was held in the City- Hotel, in

Broadway, on Wednesday evening, May
7, 1823, the Hon. Stephen Van Rens-
selaer, President of the Society, in the

Chair.

The Annual Report was read by Mr.

Z. Lewis, the Secretary for Domestic

Correspondence, aided by the Rev. Dr.

Milledoler, late Secretary for Foreign

Correspondence.

Having finished the Report, Mr. Lewis

addressed the President in substance as

follows :

—

Before I take my seat, Sir, I will per-

form a duty assigned to me by the Chief

Warriour of the Osages of the Arkansaw.

The desolatin^var between the Osages

and the CherdBes'* having been happily

brought to a close, this Chief has trans-

mitted liis celebrated War Club to the

President of the United Foreign Mis-

sionary Society, as a token of respect for

that Institution which has sent a Mission

Family to his nation. To this Club is

affixed a label, of which the following is

a copy :—

•

"To the Hon. Stephen Van Rensse-

laer, the great and good Warriour who
loves the Osages, this War Club is sent

as a testimony of respect. It tells you
that I have been a great Warriour, but

now love war no more.

" Cha-tokah-washnih-pesha

;

« or. Mad Buffalo Bull."

To this is annexed the following cer-

tificate :

—

"The Mad Buffalo has been a distin-

guished Warriour, and is still a man of

great influence in his Tribe.

" Signtd, E. CHAPxMAN."

IN NEW-YORK.

In the name of Mad Buffalo, I present
this emblem of his office to you. Sir, the
respected Chief of a band of Christian

Warriours, who have associated for the

purpose of conveying to the untutored

savage the arts of civilized life, and the

proclamation of Peace, on Earth and good
tvill to men.

Joseph C. HoRNBLowER,Esq.ofNew-
ark, New-Jersey, then rose, and after

apologizing for bodily infirmity, which in

some measure unfitted him to address the

Society, adverted to the heart-affecting

and heart-cheering scene he had just

witnessed, in which the gospel promise

seemed already fulfilled, that men should

beat their swords into ploughshares, and
learn war no more. If we were even
destitute of all pretensions to Christiani-

ty, common humanity was sufficient to

swell the heart at contemplating the ef-

fects produced already by the efforts of

this Society—but it was impossible to

view them as unconnected with the ge-,

neral system of Christian exertions

around us. It was impossible to remem-
ber that on to-morrow morning, and in

this very room, the anniversary of the

American Bible Society was to be held,

and not to consider that these two noble

institutions went hand in hand—while

the one scattered the golden pages of

inspiration, the other sent forth the

heralds of the cross, to explain them to

the benighted heathen. If the one was

of more recent date, and had attracted

less of public notice and public patron-

age, it was still our duty, if we loved the

Bible, to esteem and support the cause

of an association which sent abroad the

messengers of salvation, who were to

bear the Bible in their hands. The least

star that glitters in the galaxy of heaven,

is essential to that complete splendour

we so much admire ; if one were gone,

that splendour would be impaired. So
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if we should suffer those various sister

institutions to fail, by which the Bible

Society is surrounded, that Society,

though in itself still and ever a blessed

one, would be of far less utility. This
Society has the Bible of God, and the

God of the Bible for its great and ulti-

mate objects—and its history was, to ob-

servant angels, a subject of far higher in-

terest than all the empires of merely hu-

man ambition that ever rose or crumbled
into dust. The gentleman closed his ad-

dress, by congratulating the Society on
the presence of so large an assembly of

female auditors. The Bible had elevated

them in the scale of society, and was the

great charter and safeguard of their

rights—might we not hope to realize the

proofs of their ardour in its cause, by
seeing them sacrificing the ornaments
which decorated their persons to that

Bible and to God ? He then submitted
the usual resolution for the acceptance
and printing of the report.

The Rev. Matthias Brcen, in se-

conding the motion, said that he felt that

no more was needed to secure an unani-

mous vote than to state, that it was a

Missionary Report which was to be pub-
lished. He inquired what nobler name
could be inscribed upon the history of

the proceedings of this Society. What
is the Bible itself but a Missionary Re-
port of God's mighty undertaking for

man's salvation ? What is the book of

the Revelation which was given to St.

John in the Isle of Patmos but a Mis-

sionary Report of what Jesus Christ was
about to do in evangelizing all nations ?

I rejoice, Sir, that such a report is

about to be sent forth from this country,

which is now attracting the eyes of Eu-
rope and the world, and whose civil in-

stitutions are about to be copied in either

hemisphere. And should not the Church,
at the same time, lift itself up to view ?

Should it not declare what we are doing
for those wretched tribes, the Aborigines

of the soil. European curiosity is all

alive—some view us with envy, some with

benevolence, but all inquire, when they

hear of our great cities, and flourishing

towns, and extended commerce, over-

spreading the solitary hunting grounds

and quiet waters of the Indians, all in-

quire what recompense the natives have

received, who are passing away like the

mist before us. A sad recompense ! Not,

Sir, that I would reflect upon our Fa-
thers, as though no efforts had been made
before our own day in behalf of these

wanderers of the forest. Our fathei-s

acted nobly, and were the authors of the

spirit and measures which distinguish the

nineteenth century. Our Brainerds and

Elliots first kindled this sacred fire which

now illumines, and is soon to warm the

whole earth. I rejoice, Sir, that we are

their descendants.

And the period in which we labour is

most auspicious. What have we wrought,

or rather what hath not God wrought

for us within the last twenty years ? Who
shall dare to stand still when He has

levelled the mountains and raised the

vallies, and opened us a wide waj^into

our western forests. How different are the

present Osages and Cherokees from the

Pequots, the Narragansets, and the Mo-
hawks, who murdered our fathers ? Who
would have believed that in so short a

period after they v. ere first visited, these

savage tribes would have appropriated

their revenues to the support of schools ?

They have not only suffered us to pro-

ceed in our efforts, but they have actual-

ly brought their money, and laid it down
at our feet, and invited us forward. It

would be a crime against the first dictate

of humanity and relis:ion to resist their

call. Let the excitement which exists

be indulged ; there will be no want of

means, if we resolve to perform our duty.

Dare we stand still at such an hour ? No,
Sir, let us tax ourselves in this cause.

We live, it is true, under the Christian

dispensation. God has not levied upon
us, as he did upon his first church, for the

amount to be given for his service. He
has left this contribution to be a volun-

tary offering at our hands, but shall we,

for this reason, withhold it. Sir, if we
do, in the court of the angels, in the view
of the all-righteous Judge, that man will

be accounted to have robbed God, who
does not consecrate at least the tenth to

his cause. Difficulties are vanishing be-

fore us—let us hope that the report we
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have heard to-night will induce all who
read it to give forth nobly of their sub-

stance.

And when we ask for aid, we have ap-

peals to patriotism as well as arguments
of religion upon which to found our

claim. If, Sir, there be any one here

who feels no kindness for the red man,
whose sympathies run only in the chan-

nel of the w hite man's blood, let him re-

member that our missionary families are

the avant couriers to our population
;

that they are advancing from the Illinois

and Arkansaw to the Rocky Mountains,
and will soon be upon the shores of the

Pacific, to take possession of the rich in-

heritance which Providence has bestow-

ed upon this happiest of Republics
; and

they must be sustained, unless we would
have our frontier settlements without re-

ligion, and the outskirts of our mighty
empire but dead members, which may
send back poison to the heart.

Sir, our Missionary stations are monu-
ments to the praise of this nation, more
enduring than the pyramids of Egypt.
The pyramids were erected to cover dead
men's bones, but these mark spots, con-
secrated by the last footsteps of mortal
men ascending into glory ; and whenever
we find these points of light amidst the

darkest forest, we have reached the foot

of that ladder upon which the angels

stand, and which God has let down from
heaven.

And now I must be pardoned if a sense

of duty urge me to utter one word more.

While we send Missionaries abroad,

let us inquire what we are doing at

home ? God has sent a mission to us
;

how are we improving the privilege? Sir,

let us have sympathy for the heathen,

but let us also have sympathy for our-

selves. No more piteous spectacle can

be imagined than what it is to be feared

some will this night exhibit who aid the

cause of missions, and welcome the feet

of missionaries ; who. destitute of Abra-

ham's faith, like him receive angels, and

feed them, and send them away to de-

liver others from the city of destruction.

The Rev. Thompson S. Harris, Mis-

sionary from the Seneca Station, ad-

dressed the President as follows :

—

In offering myself, Mr. President, to

the notice of this respected assembly, I

am sure I cannot do it more efi\.'ctually,

or with greater confidence, than by oflfer-

ing the following resolution :

—

Resolved—That the thanks of this So-

ciety be presented to Auxiliary Societies,

to congregations which have made their

ministers members for life, and those

which have made collections at the

monthly concert of prayer, and to all who,

by contributions in money, or in any ar-

ticles for the support and comfort of the

mission families, have aided the opera-

tions of the Society during the past year.

Situated as we are, Sir, far from the so-

ciety of relatives and those whom we
hold dearest on earth, if the kindness and
patronage of these our respected patrons

should have been withdrawn from us,

our spirits must have sunk, and all the

interesting prospects which now present

themselves to our view must have been

blasted for ever. And it is. Sir, a most

gratifying part of our duty to be here this

evening, as the representatives of the

Seneca Mission Family, and in person,

present our united thanks to the friends

of this Institution.

In addition to the high gratification it

aff'ords me to tender to you, Sir, and

through you to the friends of the de-

graded Indians, the thanks of that dear

family with which 1 have the happiness

to be connected, I have it in charge to

express to this Society the gratitude of

the natives themselves. Qp the day pre-

vious to our departure for this city, the

Chiefs assembled at the Mission-House,

and addressed your Missionary to the

following effect:—"When you arrive

among our brothers, the ministers, tell

them we are all well, and it is our

prayer, that the blessing of Almighty

God may rest upon them, and we shall

pray God that he will restore you, and

your family, and our little ones, who go

with you, back to us again in peace and

safety."

With us have come also the two little

Indian girls now before you ; and could
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the sentiment of their heart be known, I

doubt not, Sir, but they would cheerfully

unite with me in moving a vote of thanks

to those who have manifested so deep an

interest in the welfare of their souls.

They are the baptized children of that

infant church which, I trust, God has

planted in yonder heathen land ! ! They
have presented themselves before you.

They ask your prayers. They have

come as the representatives of seventeen

others like themselves, in the bosom of

the Mission family, and dependant on
your charity. They ask your prayers

for them also, that while engag;ed in their

attempts to read and understand the Bi-

ble, their souls may not at last be left in

hell, but arise on the day of judgment to

the mansions of the blest

The Rev. R. B. E. M'Leod, on se

conding the resolution offered by Mr.

Harris, delivered an address, which we
have not been able to procure for publi-

cation. He dwelt upon the necessity of

preachers as well as bibles, the degraded

morals as well as the darkness of the

heathen, the insufficiency of natural light

to quiet conscience and guide to heaven,

and the practicability of their being

both civilized and christianized. He
attributed the deficiency in the funds to

want of fuller information as to the

Society's designs and operations, and
suggested the publication of periodical

circulars, similar to the monthly extracts

printed by the Bible Society.

The Rev. Reuben Smith, of Ballston,

spoke as follows:

—

Mr. President—I have been request-

ed, since entering this room, to offer the

following resolution

:

Resolved, That Clergymen and other

friends of Indian Missions, throughout

our country, be respectfully and urgently

requested to exert their influence in form-

ing Auxiliary Societies, in procuring col-

lections atthe Monthly Concertof Prayer,
and in prom.oting other modes of aug-

menting the funds of this Institution.

Sir—It is an affecting consideration

that this Society has hitherto commande^l
so inadequate a supply of funds ; it is one
so good and great in its object, and has

been, as we have heard this evening, al-

ready crowned with so pleasing a success,

that it is certainly to be regretted we
'should only hear of about $1:2,000 for its

annual revenue, while that of some of its

sister institutions amounts to fifty or sixty

thousand.

There seems to be something wrong in

this; and I confess that when I saw that

war club laid on your table this evening

—

the simple trophy of your bloodless vic-

tories— 1 did feel an impulse to rise above

every consideration of my present cir-

cumstances, and to avail myself of an op-

portunity I had long desired, to plead the

cause of Indian Missions.

But I feel myself to be superceded.

When I saw those two little Indian girls,

who are now before us, bowing their heads

on each other's neck, as their cause was

plead by their excellent instructer; when

I saw their pleading simplicfity, while both

on their own behalf and that of their

countrymen, seemed to say, Are we not

friends and brotkers 'J I felt that all other

appeals were unnecessary. There is often

an eloquence in objects of living existence

before us, which no art can equal. It

finds its way instantly to the heart, and

transcends all that the tongue of the ora-

tor, the painter's pencil, or the melody of

music and song, has ever reached. Such

an object is now before us : There are

your orators, Sir, in those little natives ;

and I will not interrupt the tide of feeling,

which I am persuaded is now running

over this assembly, by one hopeless word

of mine to aid the impression.

I will, however, remind my auditors of

one thing, and that is, that these appli-

cants do not plead alone. Yonder, Sir,

are 280.000* of them urging the same pe-

tition. There they stand, on the shores

of the Pacific ocean
;
there, Avhere our

prosperity has driven them, and where

the cold waves of the west forbid their

further recession
;
they turn round in des-

pair, and lift up their hands to urge this

request
;
they beseech you, in the name

of God, of religion, of humanity, and the

rights of justice, that you do not leave

* Dr. Morse's estimation of the number of Indians
west of the Mississippi.
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your seats this evening—no, not one of
you—until you have devised some plan

for increasing the funds of this Societjr.

The Rev. Samuel H. Cox then rose,

and said

—

I second the motion. Sir ; and not be-

cause I doubt its prevailing, do I adventure

to subjoin a few reflections in its support.

I have often thought that the subject of

Missions, in reference to human obliga-

tion, was very simple, and might be ar-

gued with perfect conclusiveness and
triumph—with irresistible energy and
success, from the mere command of God.
What a moral maniac must that poor

man be who persists to argue against a

cause, whose high sanction is the man-

date of Jehovah ! I shall not speculate,

attractive as the field is, on the probable

reasonings and severe allegations of infi-

delity against the Christian system, had

its benign and heavenly code excluded,

by a positive inhibition, the privilege of

its propagation through the world : nay,

had Christi anity contained no direct order

for its general diffusion among the fami-

lies of man. But it does contain this dis-

tinct order, to execute which is the scope

of all the apparatus of Missions—and still

men are not pleased. What, then, do

they want ? " But whereunto shall I liken

this generation ? It is like unto children

sitting in the markets, and calling unto

their fellows, and saying, we have piped

unto you, and ye have not danced ; we
have mourned unto you, and ye have not

lamented." It is difficult to please people

who are determined to dissent, or to con-

vince those whose humour is against the

demonstration.

There is another class, whose seeming

position is that of neutrality, though their

inly feelings and eventual influence are

hostility to the Missionary interest. There

is no such thing as neutrality in Missions,

any more than in religion. Christ says,

" He that is not for me, is against me

;

and he that gathereth not with me, scat-

tereth abroad." The presumption of neu-

trality is equally vain and incredible in

reasoning. Every man is bound to take

one side or the other of a plain proposi-

tion. God is not neutral, because the

cause of Missions is either good or bad
;

and is, therefore, either sanctioned or

forbidden by Supreme atithority. Now,
away with a pre- occupying speculation.

" To the law, and to the testimony and

let us abide the decision of the inspired

criterion with a rigidity of conviction like

that which is the boast of our philosophy ;

like that which follows evidence any

where, and goes without it no where

;

like that with which Newton would

frown, sublime, from his intellectual

throne, upon a theory that contradicted

a fact.

But upon this point, and on this occa-

sion, Sir, for reasons which you can ap-

preciate, as story illustrates and enforces

where abstract reasoning proves without

convincing, permit me to relate a brief

anecdote.

I once happened to enjoy an evening's

conversation with a gentleman of literary

distinction, whom I very much respected,

but who was philosophically, and, in a

matter-of-fact way, averse to all the prin-

ciples and interests of missions. He was

intellectually a giant, and I consciously a

dwarf in his presence ; and as I was the

only minister of Christ in the company,

I trembled while I felt the incumbency of

the cause upon my shoulders in such cir-

cumstances. Perhaps the fame of the

man gratuitously increased my fears, for

he graced the senate chamber of the

Union, and was one of those illustrious

few who impart by their talents more

splendour to their station than they de-

rive from it. I gained courage, however,

when I perceived that the pile of his ar-

gument rested upon the sandy founda-

tion of utility, and that he reasoned about

the highest themes in the universe of

God, as a statesman would about the low

politics of a limited provincial district of

this earth, and, indeed, as if there were

no God, or as if He ought to have no dic-

tation in the management of his own

cause. He adduced facts, stated princi-

ples, cited opinions, and appealed to ex-

perience. He took the retrospect of

other times ; and 1 found, to say the least,

that he could rehearse history much more

volubly than I: still, his doctrine of uti-
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lity predominated ; and the position of

the inutility of Missions beg;an to assume
a high degree of verisimilitude, and to ap-

pear quite " right in his own eyes." When
he ceased, f felt that necessity was laid

upon me to speak, and that no ingenuity

was necessary in the rejoinder. I knew
that it was "hard to kick against the
pricks," and especially against the point
of" the sword of the Spirit, which is the

word of God." I could not conceive, Sir,

how a man could refute the command of

God. " And do you then. Sir," said I,

" seriously aver that we ought not to obey
God, or that God has not command^-d us

to go into all the ivorld and preach the

Gospel to every creature ? Are we not obli-

gated by Jesus Christ himself to disciple

all nations, teaching them to observe and
do all things whatsoever He commands us,

saying, Lo, I am with you always, even

unto the end of the world. This wonder-
ful personage was, indeed, a Jewish pea-

sant, who had been dead, and was alive

again, when he uttered the memorable
words ; but he was strangely aloof from

the local and national contractedness of

his kindred—from the bigotry of Judaism
and the misanthropy of the Gentiles ; and
more strangely> he happened to possess

the associated attributes of Omnipre-
sence, Omnipotence, immutability and
eternity, and to contemplate a scheme of

evangelism, which included coming cen-

turies, which extended to the end of the

world, whose rightful jurisdiction encir-

cled the globe, and which Himself has

been astonishingly developing, and is in

this very age executing before your eyes.

To such a personage, and in vitiation of

his command, is it very wise, to say no-

thing of modesty, to object our views of

utility, and to advocate measures of re-

form in His moral administration ?" I

said no more, and the result you can con-

ceive. The command of God just an-

nihilates the hostile reveries of " the chil-

dren of disobedience."

Mr. President, you will soon sicken

and die ; and when your aching head

presses the pillow of death, and your soul

is picturing the proximate scenes of eter-

nal judgment, say, will it grieve you then

Vol. IV. 24

to have been so much more addicted to

piety than to perverse reasonings as to

be the active ally of Jesus Clirist in dif-

fusing that " fullness of blessing" which
pertains to " the glorious Gospel of the

blessed God ?" Ah! Sir statesmen must
die too, and so must all of us—and sooner,

far sooner, than we realize ! We are apt

to fancy a great distance—a "little eter-

nity" between us and the grave ; but let

us break the illusion ! Let us not view

futurity with " the telescope reversed

let us feel our accountability to God!
let us dare to think and act as if the ma-

jority was one thing, and duty to God an-

other ! let us cherish the spirit of benevo-

lence towards the persons, and the spirit

of defiance to the irreligion of opposers.

It were better for them that they had

been born and had died heathen, than

oppose the propagation of Christianity in

the nineteenth century, and in tbejr pri-

vileged circumstances : and as to our be-

ing the minority, it is to such that Jesus

says, " Fear not, little flock ; for it is your

Father's good pleasure to give you the

kingdom."

After the audience had retired, the fol-

lowing resolution was proposed and

adopted :

—

Resolved, That the thanks of the So-

ciety be presented to Mr. Chester Jen-

nings, for the use of his room ; and that

he be appointed a Life Member of the

Society.

The Annual Sermon was delivered in

the Church in Murray-street on the suc-

ceeding Sabbath eveninj;;, by the Rev. P.

M. Whelpley. The introductory Prayer

was offered by the Rev. Dr. Blatchford,

of Lansingburgh, and tha concluding

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Harris, one of

the Society's Missionaries.

NEW-YORK FEMALE UNION SOCIETY
FOR THE PROMOTION OF SABBATH
SCHOOLS.

Seventh Anniversary.

The seventh annual exhibition of the

Schools under the care of this Union took

place in the Murray-street Church on

Tuesday, the 2£d of April. The Rev.



186 ANNIVERSARIES IN NEW-YORK. [June,

Dr. Rowan presided on the occasion.

The meeting was opened with Prayer by

the Rev. Mr. Chace. An abstract of the

Annual Report was read by the Rev. Dr.

MiLNOR, and an Address delivered by

the Rev. Mr. Ross. The Rev. Dr.Rowan
then called forward twe.nty-six scholars,

entitled to the highest reward, and, after

delivering an appropriate Address, pre-

sented to them the Society's diploma.

The exercises were closed with Prayer

by the Rev. Dr. Milledoler.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY.

Seventh ^Anniversary.

The celebration took place in the after-

noon and evening of Tuesday, the 6th of

May. In the afternoon, the Officers of

the Society, and the Superintendents,

Teachers, and Scholars, convened in the

Park, and proceeded to the Circus. The
exercises were opened with Prayer by

the Rev. Mr. Baldwin. Addresses were

then delivered by the Rev. Mr. Kxox
and the Rev. Mr. Osgood. Upward of

three thousand children were present. In

the evening the Society and many of its

friends met in the Presbyterian Church

jn Beekman-street. The exercises of the

evening were opened with prayer by the

Rev. Dr. Spring. The Annual Report

was read by Mr. E. Lord, Correspond-

ing Secretary ; and Addresses were de-

livered by the Rev. Mr. Bruen and the

Rev. Mr. Henshaw.

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.

Seventh Anniversary.

The seventh annual meeting of this So-

ciety was held in the City Hotel on

Thursday, the 8th of May. In the ab-

sence of the Hon. John Jay, President

of the Society, the Chair was taken by

Gen. Matthew Clarkson, senior Vice-

President, who was supported by the

Hon. De Witt Clinton and Richard
Varick, Esq. Vice-Presidents.

The meeting was opened with reading

the 62d chapter of Isaiah, by the Rev.

Mr. Sutherland, of New-Hampshire.

Letters from the President and eleven

of the Vice-Presidents, apologizing for

unavoidable absence, were read by the

Rev. Selah S. Woodhull, Secretary

for Domestic Correspondence ; and a very

appropriate and interesting Address from

the President was read by the Rev. Dr.

James Milnor, Secretary for Foreign

Correspondence.

An abstract of the receipts and expen-

ditures of the year was read by William
W. WooLSET, Esq. Treasurer. The to-

tal receipts are stated at ^45,131 25 ; and

the total expenditures at 47,360 26.

An abstract of the Annual Report was
read by the Secretary for Domestic Cor-
respondence. By this document it ap-

pears that 28,448 Bibles, and 26,537 Tes-

taments, were issued from the Depository

during the year—making the total issues

of Bibles and Testaments, by this Society,

amount to the number of two hundred and

forty-eight thousand siv hundred and
twenty-three.

A number of Resolutions were then

offered, and Addresses delivered, by the

following gentlemen :—The Rev. Dr.

Woodhull, of New-Jersey ; the Rev.
Mr. Ross, of New -York ; the Rev. Dr.

Milledoler, of New-York; the Hon.

De Witt Clinton, of Albany ; Peter
A. Jay, Esq. of New-York; Wm. W.
Woolsey, Esq. of New-York; Samuel
Boyd, Esq. of New-York ; the Rev. Mr.

Henshaw, of Baltimore ; Joseph C.
Hornblower, Esq. of Newark, N. J.

;

the Rev. Dr. Milnor, of New-York
;

Rev. John Fin ley, of Baltimore ; Mr.

John Griscom, of New-York ; and Se-

nor Vicente Rocafuerte, a native of

Peru, in South America.

If our limits will permit, we shall here-

after present to our readers an abstract of

the Report, and of some of the Addresses.

UNITED DOMESTIC MISSION-
ARY SOCIETY.

First .Anniversary.

The first annual meeting of this So-

ciety was held at the City Hotel on the

evening of the 9th of May. The Hon.

Stephen Van Rensselaer, President,

took the Chair at half past 7 o'clock, at-
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tended by Richard Varick, Esq. one

of the Vice-Presidents.

The meeting was opened with Prayer

by the Rev. iMr. Van Vecute.n, of Sche-

nectady. Letters were read from seve-

ral of the Vice-Presidents, expressing

their deep interest in the progress of the

Institution, and apologizing for their ab-

sence on the occasion. The Annual Re-

port was read by the Secretary. A num-
ber of Resolutions were offered, and Ad-
dresses delivered by the following gen-

tlemen :—The Rev. Luke Lyons, one of

the Society's Missionaries ; the Rev. Dr.

Porter, the Hon. Z. R. Shepard, the

Rev. D.C. Lansing, Mr. John D. Keese,

and the Rev. J. Finley. A collection

was then taken up for the benefit of the

Society ; and the exercises were closed

with Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Blatch-

FORD.

PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATION SOCIETY.

Fifth Anniversary.

The annual meeting of this Society was
held in the Presbyterian Church in Beek-
man-street on Thursday evening, the 8th

of May. In the absence of the Hon. Jo-

nas Platt, President of the Society,

Jonathan Little, Esq. one of the Vice-

Presidents, took the Chair at 8 o'clock,

and the meeting was opened with Prayer

by the Rev. Dr. Hillyer. The Annual

Report Avas read by the Rev. Mr. Whelp-
ley. Resolutions were offered, and Ad-
dresses by the Rev. R. Smith, the Rev.

Mr. Wickham, the Rev. Mr. Lansing, the

Rev. Dr. M'Auley, the Rev. Mr. Cox,

and another gentleman, whose name we
cannot now recollect.

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORAT-
ING THE CO.NDITION OF THE JEWS.

Fourth Anniversary.

This Anniversary was celebrated at

the City-Hotel, on Friday, the 9th of

May. In the absence of the President,

Peter Wilson, L.L. D. the Chair was
taken, at eleven o'clock, by the Rev. Dr.
Milledoler, one of the Vice Presi-

dents. The meeting was opened with
prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Porter, An
abstract of the receipts and expenditures

of the year was read by R. M. Blatch-
FORD, Esq. Treasurer, and the Annual
Report by the Rev. Mr. Cox, Secretary

for Domestic Correspondence. Addresses

were then delivered by the Rev. Mr. Os-
good, the Rev. Mr. Smith, the Rev. Dr.

M'Leod, the Rev. Mr. 3rCARTEE, the

Rev. Dr. Blatchford, R. M. Blatch-
FORD, Esq. the Rev. Mr. Cox, and Mr.
Jadownisky, a converted Polish Jew,
now under the })atronage of the Society.

AMERIC.±y MISSIONARY REGISTER.
The Managers of ihe United Foreign Mis-

sionary Society are gratified with the increas-

ing patronage to this work. The whole of the

edition of two thousand copies is already exhaust-

ed, and a new edition required. A second edition

of the first six numbers will, therefore, be printed

as soon as practicable. In the mean time, Gen-

tlemen holding subscription papers are respectfully

requested to forward the names of Subscribers

without delay, that the Editor may be enabled to

decide on the number of copies now to be printed.

RESOLUTIONS O^THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

At the Meeting ofthe General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church, lately held in the City of

Philadelphia, the following Resolutions, reported

by a Committee on a communication from the Do-

mestic Secretary of the United Foreigpi Missiona-

ry Society, were unanimously adapted :

—

Resolved, That this Assembly deem it a duty

and a privilege to make very special exertions foi*

the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom in pagan

lands.

Resolved, That this Assembly very gratefully

acknowledge the smiles of a kind Providence up-

on the operations ofthe United Foreign Missiona-

ry Society ; and cherish the hope that this union

in benevolent exertions will strengthen the bonds

by which the different Ecclesiastical bodies com-

posing this Society are united.

Resolvedj That tlie Congregations within our
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limits be requested to increase their exertions in

aid of the funds of this Society, by Annual Con-

tributions, by forming Auxiliary Societies, by

Collections at the Montlil^ Concert, or in any

other method which, by iheni, may be deemed

expedient.

Resolved, That it is highly important and neces-

sary that this Society should have an official or-

gan of communication to the public, which shall

be considered as the property of the Society, and

primarily devoted to its interests ; and as the

JlmeHcan Missionary Register, printed in New-
York, and edited by the Domestic Secretary of

this Society, has become this acknowledged organ,

it is further Resolved, That the Register be recom-

mended to the patronage of the Congregations

under the care of the Assembly, as the means of

increasing the funds of the Institution, while it

spreads necessary and important Misslenary

information.

A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF
RELIGION,

Within Ihe bounds of the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian Church in the United Slates.

The General Assembly find it, every year,

more difficult to exhibit a just view of the state

of religion witliin their bounds. The exten-

sion of their limits, the increasing numljer of

their churches and communicants, the variety

and importance of their religious institutions

render this duty at once pieasin:; and ardu-

ous. On these subjects they do not judge it

expedient to enter as much into detail as they

have done on some former occasions ; but

they desire to furnish such a statement of the

dispensations of Providence towards the

churches under their care, as shall impress

their members with right views of their pre-

sent state and obligations.

The Presbyterian Church in the United
States embraces thirteen Synods, and more
than seventy Presi)yteries. One of these

Presbyteries is in the eastern part of New-
England ; all the others lie on the west and
south of that region, and stretch from Niagara
and Champlain, in the state of New-York, to

Missouri and Louisiana on the south-west, a
distance of more than 1500 miles. No in-

considerable part of the population spread
over this extended region is dependent on the
Presbyterian Church for the ordinary means
of grace. From that church, to a consider-
able degree, they expect the preaching of the
Gospel, and the administration of its ordi-

nances, the patronage of literary and theo-
logical seminaries, the religious* instruction
of the young, and the encouragement and
maintenance of charitable institutions. Could
we command an adequate supply of labourers
for the field which we are invited to occupy,
the amount of effort and responsibility de-

volving on us would be increasingly great

;

but an adequate supply of labourers does not
exist. The provision which has been made,
and is now making, for the religious wants
that have awakened our solicitude, will be
stated in its proper place. At present we
wish distinctly to announce the fact, that the

means of religious instruction are inadequate,

in a lamentable degree, to the demand for

their employment. From documents which
will appear in another form, it is clearly de-

ducible that our population is rapidly gaining

on the means of religious improvement. To
illustrate this position, in regard to the preach-

ing of the Gospel, the following facts may be
stated. In the Presbytery of Niagara there

are thirty-one churches, and only seven minis-

ters and licentiates. The Pn^sbytery of Al-

bany is among those which are best supplied
with the niinistry of the Gospel; but, in four

counties within its bounds, more than 50,000
souls are represented as destitute of adequate
means of grace. In the extensive states of
Mississippi and Louisiana, there cannot be
found more than eight or ten Presbyterian
ministers, and very few of any other denomi-
nation. The whole territory of Michigan is

yet missionary ground; while East and West
Florida, with a numerous population, in a
very interesting state, have no minister of our
communion. In one city, with three or four
thousand inhabitants, much anxiety is evinced
to obtain a stated Protestant ministry.

Those are some of the reasons for assert-

ing that the means of grace are alarmingly
inadequate to the exigencies of our popula-
tion. To render this view more appalling,

we are assured that the deficiency is increas-

ing. New settlements, unfurnished with a
Christian ministry, are forming in the west,
while the demands of the east are not di-

minished. The wave of emigration rolls far-

ther and farther onward
;
and, unless God in-

terpose, by some special movements of his

people in their favour, it would really seem
that our children are likely to settle on the
shores of the Pacific Ocean, without the Chris-
tian religion.

Let us now contemplate some of the means
which are employed for the cultivation of this

vast field, and the particular aspects of Pro-
vidence towards it, during the past year. The
staled and ordinary means of grace have been
afforded as usual ; and our ministers and
elders, generally, appear to have been en-
gaged with zeal and fidelity in the various de-
partments of their duty. The spirit of reli-

gious exertion is still active; and, in some in-

stances, it has appeared in new and successful

modes of operation. In addition to the efforts

of Sabbath Schools, Catechetical Instruction,

Bible Classes, the Concert of Prayer, Bible

Societies, Theological Seminaries, Education
and Missionary Associations, we are happy
to learn that more than usual attention has
been paid to the religious instruction of sea-

men
;
and, that on many minds, the present

condition of the Jews has made a distinct and
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affecting impression. While on these subjects the result. On this subject we should speak
it does not accord with the design of this nar- with great caution. But it is important to

rative to descend to pariiciilars, we do not exhibit the spiritual state of the churches un-

hesitate to invite the attention of out churches der our care. From the Presbv terial reports

to the reports respecting; them, which are now it appears that ihe whole number of commu-
before the public

;
and, particularly, to that nicant? belonging to our churcf has been much

of the Society for meliorating the condition increased, but it cannot now be ascertained to

of the Jews. what precise extent, as many of those reports are

The Theological Seminary at Princeton imperfect.* Admitting these additions to have
has been unusually full during the last year, been oi such as shall Le saved, it is of little im-

At present it numbers eighty-five students, portance to us whether they have been gather-

But the Board have still to detail the embar- ed into the Christian community by the gra-

rassments under w hich it labours for want of dual distillations of the Holy Spirit, or by that

funds.* The Theological Seminary at Auburn increase of his influences w hich constitutes a
is yet in its incipient state, but is represented revival of religion. Still there are many rea-

as rising in prosperity. Its number of stu- sons for considering revivals of religion as

dents at present is thirteen. peculiarly desirable ; and the A.ssembly would
The Board of Missions, acting under the disappoint the churches under their care, if

direction of the General Assembly, have, as they failed to designate those which appear to

usual, made an interesting report. This Board have been the most remarkable. During the

have a few important auxiliaries in different last year, the following congregations have
remote sections of the country, and extracts been graciously visited, viz. In the Presby-
from the journals of their Missionaries show tery of ISiagara, Freedonia. In the Presby-
that their labours, in many instances, have tery of Gennesee, Shelden, Orangeviile, and
been suddenly and extensively blest. The Warsaw. In the Presbytery of Rochester,
Board make an urgent appeal for more liberal Riga and Bergen. In the Presbytery of Ge-
patronage in behalf of this ancient Missionary neva, Romulus. In the Presbytery of Bath,
Institution. There are many other local so- Naples and Putney. In the Presbytery of
cieties within our bounds, aiming at the same Cayuga, Sempronius and Groton. In the
grand object, among which the Assembly ob- Presbytery of Onondaga, Granby. In the
serve with pleasure the United Domestic Mis- Presbytery of Oneida, Utica, Paris, Shenan-
sionary Society of New-York doah, Herkimer, and Little Falls. In the
The proceedings of this assembly contain Presbytery of Otsego, Butternutt's and Bow-

a distinct representation on the education of man's Creek, In the Presbytery of Sf. Law-
pious and indigent young men for the gospel rence, the continuation of former revivals, in

ministry. We are happy to perceive that this Brownville, Adams and ^^'atertown. In the
important object is commanding more atten- Presbytery of Champlain, notwithstanding
tion among our churches, and as evidence of many and great causes of mourning, they
this, we refer to the exertions of the various speak of a pleasing work of grace in the con-
Education Societies, with their auxiliaries; gregation of Mooers and West Port. It is

and those, in particular, of the Presbytery of gratifying to learn that this Picsbvtery has
Albany, which alone is represented as having recently extended its limi^ by organizing a
expended about ^12,000 for this object during Presbyterian church in the city of Montreal,
the past year. In the Presbvtery of Londonderry, an exten-
The United Foreign Missionary Society, sive revival has taken place in the congrega-

though not confined to our denomination, tion of Chester. In the Presbytery of Albany,
commands, it is believed, throughout our the congregations of Knox, Edinburgh, Kings-
churches, a good and increasing degree of borough, Esperance, and Eallston. In the
favour. Hitherto its labours have been con- Presbytery of North River, South Salem. In
fined to our western Indians, among whom the Presbytery of Long Island, Fresbpond.
it has now five stations with well organized In the Presbytery of New -York, the Rutgers-
education families. There should be but one street church has been blessed with a special
sentiment among Christians on the duty of revival ; and in the city, generally, there is

patronising this noble institution. The di- evidently an increase of the spii it of religion,
rectors have, nevertheless, to complain that as appears from the erection of several new
their resources have been limited to an amount churches, and an augmented number of corn-
far short of their expenditures

; and the assem- municants. In the Presbytery of Jersey,
bly would cordially unite with them in the hope, Newton, and New -Brunswick, the congre-
that the peculiarly imposing claims of this So- gations of Rockaway, Hanover, Pattersoi?,
ciety will not, much longer, suffer it to languish. Chatham, Morristown,Baskingridge, Hackets-

Having alluded to most of the means of re- tow n. Pleasant Grove, Mansfield, Lamington,
ligious improvement, enjoyed by our churches, German Valley, and Boundbrook. In the
it becomes ug now to inquire what has been Presbytery of Susquehanna, Pike, Silver

* Will any of our congregations remain unmoved
on tbis subject, when thej- learn from the Report of
the Directors, that promising young men are every
year prevented from uniting with the Seminary for the
want of pecuniary means

* According to a standing order of the General As-
sembly, the names of the ministers and churches under
their care will be published nf xt year; and it is to be
hoped that all the I'resbyteries will be careful to send
tip their reports in the most perfect form.
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Lake, Windsor, and Athens. In the first

Presbytery of Philadelphia, Doylestown, Ne-
shaminy, Newton, Dt-erfield, and Kensington.

These revivals, together with Ihe good order

and spirit of religious zeal which prevail in

the city of Pluladelphia, rcndi r this a highly

interestnig part of our spiritcjal vineyard. In

the Presbytery of iNewcastle an extensive

work of grace seems tu have commenced, and
the congregations which have principally

shared in it are Fagg s Manor, Upper Octo-

rara, Nottingham, Charleston, Pencador, St.

George's; and Doe Run. The Presbytery of

Carlisle must be added to this list ; and in the

interesting revival which has visited both the

congregation and the college of Carlisle, we
find an occasion for lively gratitude. In the

Presbytery of Washington, Penn. Mill Creek

and the Flats. In the Presbytery of Hartford,

INewcastle, Slippery Rock, Long Run, New-Sa-

lem. Mount Pleasant, Hopewell, and Nishanok.

This revival has been greatly promoted by

Sabbath Schools, and a system of visitation

by spveral ministers. In the Presbytery of

Grand River, Warren and Geneva have expe-

rienced small revivals. In the Presbytery of

Winchester, a number have been added to

the church, in consequenci^ of revivals at Fre-

dericksburgh and Hai twood. In the Presby-

tery of Lexington, Lexington, ISew-Mon-

moulh, Oxford, Timberridge, iNew-Providence,

and Fairfield. In the Presbytery of Hanover,

Petersburgh, Norfolk, Cumberland, Cubcreek,

and Briery. In the Presbytery of Abingdon,

three congregations. In the Presbytery of

Orange, Eno and Little River. From the

Presbytery of Georgia we have heard, with

peculiar emotions, not only of the wide and

melancholy desolations which spread around

them, but of the reviving showers of divine

grace which have descended upon some of

their churches. A powerful work of grace is

said to have commenced in the congregation

of Medway, and more than ordinary Jidditions

have been made to the churches of Augusta,

Savannah, Darien, and St Mary's.

We have given a brief enumeration of (he

places which have been favoured with the out-

pourings of the Spirit of God. These revivals,

bearing, as they do, the marks of a genuine

work of grace, must be regarded as among the

most cheering dispensations of Divine Provi-

dence towards our churches during the last

year.

We are happy to state that our friendly in-

tercourse with the churches of Connecticut,

Massachusetts,
_
Vermont, and New-Hamp-

shire, continues to be cherished ; and that

from the annual reports furnished by the dele-

gates from those bodies, the impression is fa-

vourable in regard to the prevalence of truth

and godliness in that region. Their colleges,

and Theological Seminaries, and Missionary

Insiitutions, are flourishing, and many of their

churches have been visited with revivals of

religion.

The colleges of Hamilton, Dickinson, Jef-

ferson, Alleghany, and North Carolina, have

been represented as in a flourishing state.

Many of them embrace a considerable propor-
tion of pious students ; and in all, »t is believed,

the cause of morality and religion is decidedly
gaining ground. VVith regard to errors on
the subject of religion, it would probably be
correct to state that they are not niaking

progress. Slill it is deplorable, that in this

age of liijht and revivals, so many teach-

ers of false and destructive systems of re-

ligion should exist. They are chiefly to be
found among our new and unprotected

churches, and such a state of things calls as

well for the watchfulness of those churches,

as the sympathies of more highly favoured
Christians.

There is another truth which fidelity does
not permit us to conceal. In many parts of
country an unusual degree of opposition to the

religious charities which adorn ihe present age
of the world has been displayed The mani-
festation of this spirit should be considered

as furnishing an evidence of the power and
progress of religious exertion. It was not

until the fire of God's altar was cast into the

earth, that there were voices, and Ihunderings,

and an eartlifjntake. Still such a state of
things should be met by a growing spirit of
prayer and circumspection on the part of the

friends of Zion. Calling into action the gen-
tleness and firmness, the humility and perse-

verance of the gospel, they shall not fail of
success.

The events of the past year give strength

to the impression that the Church is rapidly

approaching an important crisis. There is

grief in our hearts, but it is not the grief of

consternation. We mourn over our vast and
increasing desolations. We lament the luke-

warmness of many who profess to be the fol-

lowers of a self-denying and zealous master.

We deplore the false zeal of errorists, and the

fruitless hostility of inconsiderate men to the

institutions of religion. We find cause for hu-

miliation in the fact, that revivals of religion

have not been as extensive as those which,

on some former occasions, it has been our
privilege to record. Whatever gloom may
seem to hang over the church is intended for

her admonition.

Every thing admonishes us, that what we
do must be done quickly. During the past

year, the names of M'Farquhar, Crawford,
Smith, Blatchford,* have been added, from
among our number, to the list of (he worthy
<lead. While we cannot but feel the admoni-

* The Rev Colin M'Farquhar, of the Presbytery of

Newcastle. The Rev. Kclward Craw ford, of the Cres-

bytery of Abingdon. The Rev, Andrew Hunter, of the

city of Washington. The Rev. John D. Blair, of Rich-

nion<l, Virginia. The Rev. Jonas Ooe, D. D., of Troy,

N. York. The Rev. U7iel Ogrden, of Newark, New-
.lersev. The Rev. Robert Wilson, of Wa-ihingtou, Ky.

The Rev. William Wier, of > atchez. Miss. The Rev.

.Tonathan Freeman, of Bridgetown, N. Jersey. The
Rev. George Hill, of the I'resbytery of Redstone, The
Rev, Pavid Bishop, of Easton, Pa. The Rev. Daniel

Smith, of Louisville, Ky. The Rev. Henry Blatchford,

son of the Rev. Dr. Blatchford, of Lansingburg, N. Y-
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tioD, which their memory awakens, the church
mourns their removal, as a public calamity.

Trials were needful to awaken her to a just

sense of her duty. We aie imperiou.sly called

to demonstrate our faith in the Saviour of men,
by Hunter, Blair, Coe, Ogden, Wilson, "Weir,

Freeman, Hill, Bishop, our devotedness to his

cause and to his glory. Shall we zealously

support our Missionary, and Education, and
Theological Institutions, assured, as we are,

that they will eminently conduce to the pros-

perity and glory of the church, or shall we
sufier them to languish and decline ? Let every

friend of Zion and of man make his election.

We rejoice that the period has arrived when
this question must be answered. In the con-

fidence that many, very many, are prepared
to act a consistent and faithful part ; and
cheered by the light which the zeal of Chris-

tians and the graces of the Holy Spirit cast

through every interposing cloud, we are pre-

pared to announce, that there is no cause for

despondency. Beyond all that is obscure and
cheerless, a vision of bles.«edness breaks upon
our view, .irise, shine, for thy light is come,

and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee, is

the voice of the King of Zion to his church.

And were the darkest of her seasons yet before

her, she should still advance with a steady

and increasing light, until her glory struggles

into everlasting day.

Dayof Thanksgiving, Humiliation, and Prayer.

Whereas the dispensations of Divine Pro-

vidence toward our country, and especially to-

ward the church under the care of the General

Assembly, have beeu, during the past year, of

a mixed character, calling, at once, for lively

gratitude, and for deep hurailiaiioo ; the As-

sembly would respectfully call the churches

of their communion to public and solemn ex-

ercises of a corresponding character.

They would, therefore, earnestly and affec-

tionately recommend to all the churches under
tlieir care, to set apart the first Thursday of
November next, as a day of thanksgiving, hu-
miliation, and prayer—to abstain from all

worldly labours and recreations—to assemble
in their respective places of worship—to offer

their united and fervent thanksgiving to the

God of all grace, for his many mercies to our

country, and to our beloved Zion, in the

course of the year ; and to pray, that the Ho-
ly Spirit may be poured out upon our churches

and upon all the churches of Christ in our

land, and throughout the world ; that religion

may be every where revived ; that the pro-

gress of error may be arrested ; that every

thing unfriendly to the reign of righteousness

may be destroyed ; that Christians of all de-

nominations may be more and more united in

affection and effort ; that the Missionary Cause

and the cause of Bible Societies may be extend-

ed and made to triumph in every part of the

world ; that wars may cease to the ends of the

earth ; and that the glory of the latter day

may be hastened.

ORDl.NATION.

On Wednesday, the 14th of May, the Clas-

sis of Poughkeepsie assembled in the Church
at Fishkill Landing, for the Ordination of the

Rev. William S. Hever to the work of the

Gospel Ministry, and for his installation as

Pastor of the Church in that place, and like-

wise for the ordination of the Rev. John Hen-
dricks, as an Evangelist. The introductory

Prayer was offered b;^ the Rev. John Gosman,
of Kingston. The Ordination Sermon was
delivered by the Rev. David Parker, of Rhine-

beck, from Ephesians, iv. 11 " And gave
some Evangelists, and some Pastors and
Teachers." The charge to the Pastor was
given by the Rev. John Gosman—the charge

to the Congregation by the Rev. Andrew N,

Kittle, of Red Hook—the charge to the Evan-

gelist was given by the Rev. Cornelius C. Cuy-

ler, of Poughkeepsie The Rev. Mr Dewing,

of the Presbyterian Chlrch, and the Rev. Mr.

MtCarrol, of the Associate Reformed Church,

being present, took part in the exercises The
Congregation was unusually numerous and

attentive, and the exercises peculiarly appro-

priate, interesting, and solemn.

A FARMER AND A BLACKSMITH WANTED.
The Managers of the United Foreign Missionary Society are desirous

to send, as soon as practicable, an additional Farmer to Union, and a
Blacksmith to Harmony. They should be men well skilled in their re-

spective occupations
; in communion with some Christian Church; and

able to furnish satisfactory recommendations. It is also desirable that

they should be married men, as female assistance is wanted at each station.

Application, for either, may be made to Z. Lewis, Domestic Sec. and
Tr. of the U. F. M. S. New-York.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

During the Month ofMay, 1823.

D. c.

Donation from Mr. Oliphant. of Canton, in

China, half the avails of a box of Tea, by the
Rev. Dr. Spring ...... 8 00

Avails of two notes, charged in the account of
last year asof no valup . . . 1 00

Collection at the Monthly Concert in the Presb.
Church in Cedar St. N. Y. ... 12 00

Collection at the Monthly Concert in the Presb.
Church in Ballston, Saratoga Co. N. Y. by the
Rev. R Smith 10 00

Donation from the Church in Greenwich, Conn,
to constitute their Pastor, the Rev. Isaac
Lewis, a member for life, by Dr. Elisha
Belcher, Treasurer 70 00

Collection a» the IVIonthlv Concert in the Rut-
gers-St. Church . . . . 16 00

From the Aux tioc- of Pompton, N. J. by the
Rev. Jacob J. Field, Pr 11 50

Rev. Alexander G. Frazer, Annual Sub. . 3 00
Collected at the Monthly Concert in the Ref. D.
Church at Coxsackie, N. Y. by the Rev. G. R.
Livingston 16 62

From the Aux. Soc. of Bedford Co. Va., by Mi-
chael Graham, Esq. Tieas. . . . 50 00

From the Female Cent Soc. of Hanover, N. J.

by the Hev. Aaron Condit . . . 17 00
Collection at the Monthly Concert of do. by do. 2 15
Collerti'in- in the Church of do. by do. . 6 10

Frou Hanover Mission 13ox, by do. . . 2 00
From the Aux. Soc of Clawrack, Columbia

County, N. Y. by Mr. James Philip, Treas. 18 00
Donation from two individuals at the Anniver-

sary 2 25
Collection in the Presb. Church in Windham,

N. H. by the Rev. Mr. Williams . . 7 00
Collection in the Presb. Church in Nottingham,
West New Hampshire, l»y do. . . . 3 00

From Female Anx. Soc. of Lebanon, N. J., Mrs.

Maria Srhultz, Treasurer, by the Rev. Jacob
J. Schultz 6 75

Collection at Monthly Concert in the Ref. Dutch
Church in Lebanon, N. J., by do. . . 5 39

Collection at Monthly Concert in the Ref. Dutch
Church in White House, N. J., by do. . 3 84

Congregational Collection in do. by do. . 3 55

Collection in the Congregation in Whitesbo-
rongh, Oneida Co.. N. Y.. by the v. Samuel
C. Aikin . '. 8 00

Collection in the Ass Ref. Congregation in

Stamford, Delaware County, N. Y., by the

Rev. Robert Forrest . . . . 24 00
Rev. Robert Forrest. Annual Subscription 3 00
Collection iu the Congregation in Lorrain, Jef-

ferson County, N. Y., by the Rev. Enos Bliss 3 06

Collection in Harrison Society, in Rodman, Jef-

ferson County, N. Y., bvf.he Rev. D. Spear 19 67

From the .\ux. Soc. of Baltimore, by George
T. Dunbar, Tr 200 00

Remittance from Mr Charles Hyde, Agent 115 00
From the Hon. S. Van Rensselaer, to constitute

his Son, Wester C. Van Rensselaer, a Life

Member 50 00
From the Female Aux. Society of Warwick,
Orange County, N. Y., by Miss Ann Maria
Austin, Tr. 17 44

Collection at the Anniversary Sermon in the
Church in Murray-Street, N. Y. . . 226 66

From a friend of Missions in Parsippany, N.J.,

by the Rev Jehu Clark .... 1 00
" For the Union—a tribute of gratitude to God,
on the baptism of a dear Son" . . 20 00

From the Vlisslmary Box in the Oratory of the
Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J., by
Mr. George Stebbins . ... 6 66

Collected at the Monthly Concert in the School-
House at Rocky Hill, N. J. Six Dollars; and
from tiie Mission Box of Sabbath School in

do. One Dollar Thiriy-one Cents, by Mr. H.
N. Brinsmade 7 31

Collection in the Presb. Church in Cranberry,
:N. J., by the Rev. S. C. Henry . . 10 00

D. C.
Collection in the Presb. Cburck ia Westfield,

N. J., by the Rev. Mr. Frazer . . 7 53
Donation by Divie Bethune, Esq. . 20 00
From Female Juvenile Aux. Society of Fish-

kill, by Miss Caroline Van Wyck, Sec. 10 00
From a Lady of the 8th i'resb. Church in Philao
delphia, by the Rev. J. Arbuckle . . 3 50

For one copy of Religious Remembrancer 25
From the Students of the Theological Semina-

ry at i'rinceton,in part to constitute the Rev.
Archibald Alexander, D. D. a Life Member,
by Mr. Henry Ludlow .... 22 SO

Donation from Mrs. Helen Lincklaen, of Caze-
novia, N. Y., by the Rev. Mr. Bruen . 20 OO

Collection at the Monthly Concert in the Rev.
Mr. Mclnne's Church," in Philadelphia, by
Mr. Alexander Henry .... 8 75

Remittance of Mr. Charles Hyde, Agent 250 00
Collection at the Monthly Concert in the Presb.
Church at Newton, Sussex Co., N. J., by Mrs.
S. D. Morftjrd 8 15

Collection in the Ref. Dutch Church in Living-
ston. Columbia Co., N. Y., by Dr. John Mc-
Clelland, Tr 19 00

From the Aux. Society of Hopewell, Dutchess
County, N. Y

,
by Samuel B. Halsey,Tr. SO 75

From Mrs. M. Smith, for the support of an In-
dian child at Harmony, to be called Solomon
Smith 12 00

Collection in the Presb. Church iu Rockaway,
N. J

,
by the Rev. Barnabas King . 22 00

From Aux. Society of Watervliet and Niskeu-
na, Albany (Jo., N. Y., by Mr. John Schuyler,
Jun. Treas 55 00

From the Female Aux. Society of Danville, Pa.,
by Robert Ralston, Esq, ... 30 00

Collection in the Churches of Sinking Creek
and Spring Creek, Centre Co., Pa., including
the proceeds of a Mission field, cultivated by
two young men, by the Rev. Jao. Coulter SO 17

From the Aux. Society of the Forks of Wheel'
ing, Va., by the Rev. James Hervey . 18 50

Collection at the Monthly Concert in the Presb.
Church in Owego, Tioga Co., N. Y., by the
Rev. Horatio J. Lombard ... 950

Donation from Miss P. Hanford, of Saugatuck,
Conn., a premium on straw hats, by Mr. Wm.
Richau ds 2 00

From Miss E. Hanford,of do. a premium fordo,
•by do 2 00

From the Aux. Society of Schannacb, N. J., by
Nicholas Williamson, Tr. . . . 32 14

From .Mr. John Morrison, of New-York, to con-
stitute himself a life member . . 30 00

A Mother's thank-offering, by the Rev. S. Mon-
teith, Professor of Hamilton College, Clinton
County, N. Y. ..... 5 00

From a Mission Box, " Teach ill Nations," by
do 2 00

From Young Men's Aux. Missionary Society of
Kingston. N. J., by the Rev. David Comfort 18 00

Collected in the Presb. Church of do. by do. 11 00
From a friend of Missions, ... 2 00
From the .Aux. Soc. of Trumbull, Conn, by Mr.
Elihu Beach, Tr lO 00

For educating an Osage Youth, by D. Wolmer,
of Norristown, Pa. .... 31 12

Half the avails of a Missionary Fiehl, in the first

Presb. Society in Adams, Jefferson County,
N. Y., by Mr. Joseph Sanford . . 8 00

Collection at the Monthly Concert in the Presb.

Church in Cumberland, Md., by the Rev. Ro-
bert Kennedy 10 00

From a Female Academy of do. by do. . 1 00
Amount of fees received by thirteen Jurors, on
a Coroner's Inquest, in New-Brunswick, N.
J., by Mr. Thomas Hance . . 3 26

Part of the avails of an Asparagus Bed, by do. 2 25

51,734 31
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